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EDITOR'S FOREWORD

NEearRLY a century has elapsed since the first
appearance of ‘ Oriental Field Sports,” dedicated
to His Majesty King George the Third by
Captain Williamson of the Bengal Army. Some
of the original plates of that now rare work having
recently come into the Editor's possession, he
was prompted to refer to the book itself and was
much struck by the wonderful opportunities for
sport which must have come in the way of those
whose career took them to India in the early
years of the nineteenth century. Hundreds of
books on Indian sport have been published
since then, one of the most recent and most
practical being Mr Russell’s ¢ Bullet and Shot in
Indian Forest, Plain and Hill,” which, however,
as indicated by the title, deals with one sport
only. What Mr Russell and many others have
done for Indian shooting, Mr H. S. Thomas
and one or two other angling enthusiasts have
done for Indian fishing; but there has not up
to the present been any one manual essaying to
offer sound, practical information, advice without
anecdote, on any and every outdoor pastime that
may in that country fall to the lot of the official,
military or civilian, planter, or even bird of
passage.

vii
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As regards sport with gun and rod, India
always has been a grand playground. With
some allowance for the inevitable effect of a
more firmly established European occupation
on the status of the wild beasts of the jungle,
it always must be so. We must discount, as
the individual standpoint of a gifted historian
not entirely free from eccentricity, the peculiarly
discouraging estimate of the country’s sporting
resources offered by Colonel Malleson in his
prefatory apology for the somewhat misleading
title of his “ Recreations of an Indian Official.”
Quoting a passage from another of his works, in
order to contrast India with home, he says: “In
‘““ Europe, where there is so much to tempt a man
“into the sunshine and open air; where the
‘“streams invite the angler; the slopes of the
‘“ mountains, the botanist; the forest, the sports-
““man ; and where the merry laugh and innocent
“ smiles of the daughters of the land invite all, it
‘““must require the virtue of a St Anthony to
‘“ persevere regularly in indoor studies.” India,
he goes on to say, holds out none of these tempta-
tions. The handbook now offered for the con-
sideration of Anglo-Indians does not pretend to
catalogue the beauties of either the flora or the
ladies of Hindostan; but, with regard to the
possibilities of its jungles and rivers, it may
perhaps serve to show that the gallant chronicler
of the Indian Mutiny was a little less than kind
to the country which furnished the occasion of
the literary and fighting occupation of his life.
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And if the India of to-day may still claim to be
reckoned very high among the sporting countries
of the world, its opportunities forty years ago
must have been fourfold.

Swift, who, with all his virtues, could scarcely
have been a joyous playmate, was wont to de-
scribe the majority of our sports and games as
imitations of fighting ; and it is certain that the
greater part of Indian “sport,” as it is understood
to-day, is made up of shooting, fishing, hunting
and polo, in all of which some faint semblance of
warfare might perhaps be traced by an essayist
skilled in such exercises. The present hand-
book, however, ranges over an even wider field
of recreation, taking cognisance of all manner of
minor sports, games and physical exercises on
land and water which help not only to redeem
the monotony of station life, but also to fortify
the European constitution against the ravages of
a climate for which Nature never intended it.

As a first attempt at covering a somewhat
appalling geographical area, ranging horizontally
over a million and three-quarter square miles and
vertically from the playing of bahmin on sunlit
seas to the stalking of wild sheep in the eternal
snows of the Himalaya 15,000 ft. higher, the
book must offer its own plea for lenient criticism.
Should future issues be called for, the editor will
gratefully avail himself of any suggestions which
may reach him on the subject of either useful
abridgment or necessary amplification.

One offence, in respect of which the editor
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anticipates adverse criticism, is his want of rever-
ence for the new school of Indian spelling, the
‘““ Hunterian ” way of writing place-names. The
official style of accentuating Arabic names like
Piina and Mérit seems particularly unsatisfactory,
and in the following pages the names will for the
most part be found in the phonetic spelling.
The editor desires to take the responsibility of
altering to this end the spelling used by at any
rate one of the contributors.

Another aspect in which this first edition is
without doubt open to censure is the want of
absolute uniformity of geographical range in-
cluded under the different sports. Thus, while
India proper, with the Himalayas and Kashmir,
has been regarded as the region of paramount
importance, outlying dependencies, such as
Ceylon and Burmah, are here and there alluded
to, where any interesting information on the
subject was volunteered, without, however, being
adequately dealt with throughout. In this, as
in other respects, a first attempt may perhaps
plead extenuating circumstances.

Until such a book has been in the hands of
many readers and reviewers, it is hardly possible
to give more than a small measure of satisfaction
to everyone ; but it is hoped that even in its first
edition it may prove useful at any rate to those
who are for the first time about to take up their
residence, in whatsoever capacity, in India. The
errors made, even in these days of frequent com-
munication, advertisement and universal know-
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ledge, by the Griffin, in the purchase of his kit,
the moment he has successfully passed the C.S.I.
final or secured a post of trust on a plantation,
are an endless joy to those already established in
the land, but not at all to himself. The sports-
men who have so diligently helped in condensing
into this volume so much of counsel and of
warning should at any rate have the satisfaction
of knowing that their advice has saved their
juniors both trouble and expense. Their names
are in every case a guarantee of the value of the
information they give ; and the great pains which
they have been at to make that information full
and essentially applicable to the conditions of
to-day must be evident at a glance. Editing the
work of men with so much to say, and so proper
a knowledge of how to say it, has been an easy
and agreeable task indeed.

The omission of elephant-shooting from the
section on big game may, at first sight, seem
singular, seeing that, as recently as February
1904, the /ndian Field contained an account of
elephant-shooting in the Mysore jungles. The
sport is, however, practically confined to such
jungles as those of Mysore and Travancore, in
which the Rajahs from time to time permit dis-
tinguished visitors to shoot elephants. Doubt-
less, there are still wild elephants in the East,
towards the Bay of Bengal, but the animal is
preserved in all British territory, and, for the
purpose of this book, may be ignored. Sir
Montagu Gerard writes that he remembers,
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about the year 1872, seeing twenty or twenty-five
wild elephants at Rewah, which the Rajah of
Rewah (between Allahabad and Jubbulpore) had
captured, and he also recollects reading accounts
of elephant-shooting in the Pahang Hills, in the
south of Madras, forty years ago. All this,
however, belongs to a vanished past.

As some assurance that much of the informa-
tion is the most recent procurable, it may be men-
tioned that Major Taylor’s hints on pigsticking
were actually delayed through a pigsticking
accident that befell the author, while Captain
Arbuthnot’s detailed introduction to ways and
means in the Himalayas were posted to the
editor from a camp thousands of feet above
sea-level. Indeed, it would have involved so
much further loss of time in the appearance
of a book already more than once unavoidably
postponed that the editor was unfortunately com-
pelled to omit sending out the proofs for Captain
Arbuthnot to revise. He has done the best he
could for them, and he desires to take the whole
responsibility for any errors in the spelling of
place-names not to be found in Hunter’s or any
gazetteer in common use. For such misprints
Captain Arbuthnot is in no way responsible.

Lastly, he has to thank Messrs George Philip
& Son, Ltd., for permission to use their admirable
blank map of India in the preparation of the
sporting chart given in this volume.

BOURNEMOUTH, Easler, 1904.
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ERRATUM.

By a slip Mr Harry Stokes is described on page xiv.
as “sometime Secretary of the Calcutta Turf Club.”
The mistake was discovered too late to allow of
correction before printing.
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THE TIGER, PANTHER AND
BEAR

I.—_THE TIGER

WhHaiLst the tiger (Felis tigris) and India
seem to be inseparably linked together in
popular imagination, every real sportsman bound
for that country is cheered by the hope that
this form of compensation awaits the exile in the
Sunny East.

Most people unacquainted with Hindustan,
not only picture to themselves that this species
of big game is still fairly plentiful within our
dominions, but also fancy that the tiger is
regarded as the direst scourge of the hapless
““rayat.” It is therefore generally assumed that
the advent of a British sportsman is eagerly
welcomed, that he will enjoy every possible
assistance, and that his bag will depend solely
upon himself and his knowledge of woodcraft.

Such dreams, alas! nowadays, are mere C/d-
teaux en Espagne, and the keenest and best shot,
not backed up by influence or the indispensable

introductions to those who can help, may spend
3
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a dozen years in the country without being
rewarded with a single chance at a tiger.

To begin with, this, the king of Indian game
(as also are bears and to some extent panthers)
is now restricted to comparatively limited areas,
and is practically extinct in districts where it
abounded half a century ago.

Railways, with other facilities for communi-
cation, and improved firearms are chiefly re-
sponsible for such a state of things; and if tigers
yet exist in any quantity anywhere, it is solely
because they are protected by physical conditions,
or strictly preserved by native chiefs.

Although in some districts increasing culti-
vation may be the assignable cause for the
disappearance of big game, in other parts of
the country, one can now beat through the
ruins of fortresses, temples, or of what must
erstwhile have been populous towns.

I remember upon one occasion our shooting
four tigers who had been lying up under the
shade of the huge cupola of a palace, which
dominated the surrounding jungle.

Present 1aking a north-easterly line from the Gulf of
Distribution. Cyyich to Simla there are precious few tigers
to be found out of a menagerie in this, the
north-westerly quarter of India; and yet we
know that in the sixteenth century even rhino-

ceros once roamed in the Peshawar valley.

A very few of the former may still exist at
the foot of the Himalayas, towards Nagerkot
and Chamba, carefully preserved by the local
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rajahs; and twenty years ago some specimens
of the breed were to be found in Sind, jealously
guarded by Ali Morad.

In Kattiawar, the last home of the Indian lion,
which, but for the nawabs of Joonaghur, would
now be extinct, the tiger is absolutely unknown,
as it likewise is in Bikanir, Jodhpore and other
more or less desert tracts. In Ceylon it does
not occur. By far the largest number in the
country would now be found in the belt between
the river Ganges and the Himalayan mountains,
including the Terai and the Soonderbuns. Thence
east and southwards, through Assam and Burmah
to Singapore, tigers will probably to the end of
time continue to abound, swallowed up as they
are in the security of dense and practically endless
jungles.

The wooded and scantily populated tract
between Orissa, the Godavery and the Central
Provinces, only recently opened up by a railway,
has also as yet been but lightly shot over; and
some of the large forests south of the Krishna,
are too extensive to lend themselves to the efforts
of sportsmen.

The number of tigers there, which is, however,
inconsiderable, will probably remain at its normal
level for all time.

Elsewhere, throughout Rajputana, Central
India, the Central Provinces, Deccan and
Bombay, shooting being accessible and jungles,
during the hot weather at least, being of
manageable dimensions, the best sport for the
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past three-quarters of a century has been
obtained. For this very reason, game has
been everywhere enormously reduced, and in
some parts practically exterminated.

Even in British territory, a sportsman cannot
wander away at his own sweet will without
going through any further formalities. Without
an order from the local magistrate, one would
be absolutely boycotted by the villagers, and
simply starved out, having no possibility of
purchasing food or hiring beaters.

Once the traveller quits the high road, with

&, its regulated police stations and bazaars, he will

find that the small villages, where he would have
to move his camp in search of sport, are able to
supply little more than grass for his animals.
The inhabitants also as a rule much prefer your
room to your company, and would far sooner
not have any dealings at all with Europeans
and their retinues. Villagers often say that
the damage done to their cattle by tigers
is more than compensated by their keeping
down wild pig, which otherwise ruin their
crops.

Their objections also are very much due to the
prevalent fault of sahibs entrusting all payments
to their native servants who would not be true
Orientals if they did not systematically defraud
their humbler brethren.

As there are always far more sportsmen than
there is room for in a district, it is absolutely
necessary to limit the number of parties in each,
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in view of the interests of both the villagers and
the sahibs themselves.

The district collectors—ang/ice, magistrates—
having therefore to discriminate between the
applicants, naturally prefer to accord the permits
only to acquaintances or, at all events, to persons
specially recommended.

This is absolutely necessary in their own self-
defence, to obviate the very common string of
complaints as to ill-treatment or under payments,
which too often follow in the wake of a shooting
party.

I once marched through a village where four
officers of a British cavalry regiment had been
encamped for a week shooting. Not one of these
gentlemen could speak Hindustani, and their
entire ‘‘shoot” was being run by a mess con-
tractor, at so much per head per month, including
not only food, but also shikaris, beaters, transport
and all pertaining to sport. According to the
story of the villagers, they had received something
like ten per cent. only of their dues and were a
hundred rupees out of pocket by the visit of the
sahibs, besides having been considerably bullied
and ragged by their native following.

I could quote a dozen similar cases within my
own experience. When it comes to projecting
a trip into independent native territory, it IS Shooting in
absolutely essential to be provided with a “ Par- %‘-‘33?3"“
wana ~ or passport from the Minister of the State
in question. This can be obtained only through
the medium of the resident or political agent



The Nepaul

Terai.

8 SPORTSMAN’S BOOK FOR INDIA

attached to the rajah. Since the rajahs have
realised that the surest means of propitiating a
visitor of distinction, and the easiest way of
earning a star or other form of official approba-
tion, is to show sport to the arbiters of their
destinies, they seldom care to admit outsiders,

In the large state of Hyderabad, which ex-
tends over some six degrees of latitude by four
of longitude, the Nizam after keeping a consider-
able area as a private preserve, throws the
remainder of his extensive territory open to a
limited number of parties of British sportsmen.
Precedence is, however, very properly reserved
for officers quartered in this area, and as, even
then, the demand far exceeds the supply, this
already restricted number must draw lots for the
allotment of beats.

Although the native cavalry regiment to which
I belonged for twenty-five years was habitually
quartered in independent territory, and although
I was personally acquainted with every one of
the native rulers and their political agents, I had
invariably to commence negotiations to obtain
parwanas several months prior to the opening of
the shooting season.

The vast tract of the Nepaul Terai, purposely
retained as a waste since the war of 1814 to
impede the advance of a British force, is jealously
preserved, and a very few favoured guests only
are invited across its border. From here down
to the Brahmaputra, jungles consist of enormous
stretches of giant reeds, growing in some places
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to a height of 16 or 18 feet high, intersected by
sluggish streams that abound in quicksands, and
interspersed with impassable morasses.

The grass is tunnelled by regular “ smeuses ”
made by wild animals, and, as man on foot is
powerless therein, the success of a shooting party
is in proportion to the number of elephants its
members can contrive to muster. What with Shooting
Howdah and Pad elephants, some fifty would be ﬁ%’:m
required for a party of half a dozen guns; and
these can never be hired but must be ordered,
begged or borrowed, according to one’s authority
or the opportunities such as are enjoyed by
officials or resident indigo planters. The nearest
approach to hiring I heard of was by one petty
rajah who, when absent himself, practically ad-
mitted paying guests. I knew a couple of Eng-
lish travellers who were offered by this chief’s
manager a ten-day shoot at two thousand rupees
apiece.

This was really excessively moderate, and
would barely cover the expenses of the elephants
and other accessories for that period.

Before he fell into financial difficulties, this
same rajah gave annual and somewhat over-
crowded shikar parties. A friend of mine, who
formed one of a dozen guns present at one of
these, afterwards described it as ‘“a most satis-
factory shoot; we bagged fourteen tigers, and
every soul in the party had shot twelve of these
himself.”

In Assam and Burmah more are perhaps
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Assam and got by sitting up over a “kill” than by other
Burmah. ethods. This is necessitated by the enormous
amount of jungle, and is, as a rule, possible only
for residents in out-of-the-way corners, such as
tea planters, or isolated officials, such chances
being very occasional only.
The Soon- The feverish swamps of the Soonderbuns are
derbuns. « o e . .
so inimical to human life, and so intersected by
innumerable creeks and channels that, although
tigers here abound, there is no getting at them.
Some few are occasionally shot by night watchers,
but they have such quantities of wild hog and
deer to prey upon that they are not easily lured
by a ‘“tie up.”

I have heard that the lighthouse keepers at
Diamond Point used to shoot several tigers
annually, the brutes being attracted by the bright
glare of the b=acon, to within easy range of the
building itself.

In the forests of Southern India one hears of
only a very occasional tiger being bagged, more
or less by accident, when out stalking bison or
other game.

The Neil-  Near Ootacamund in the Neilgherry hills, where
gherry Hills. .
the cool climate renders the employment of dogs
possible, a few, which have wandered up from
the jungles below, are from time to time got by
sojourners in those parts, but no regular bag is
possible in that district.

I trust that the enumeration of these difficulties
in the way of sport will not altogether prove a
deterrent to the keen novice. They are disagree-
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able facts which have to be faced, and are better
provided for beforehand than ascertained by
experience after a considerable waste of money
and loss of time and temper.

“Where there is a will, there is a way”
holds as true for success in this as in other
objects of our ambition, and if a man lays himself
out with this one object, he is pretty sure to
succeed. He must, however, fully realise the
difficulties in the way of its attainment, and must
not imagine that opportunities will fall in his way
as an alternative to polo or hill station gaieties.
To obtain one, he must sacrifice other forms of
amusement. As to the exact quarter in which
to try his luck, he must be guided by the locality
of his headquarters or the facilities for becoming
acquainted, whether by letters of introduction or
otherwise, with some of those from whom he
may obtain the absolutely necessary local assist-
ance. Having, however, obtained this, the
sportsman can nowadays, thanks to railways,
transfer himself to almost any part of the Conti-
nent. Officers quartered in the Punjab often
shoot in the Central Provinces a thousand miles
distant, whilst others, crowded out in India, now
prefer to spend their leave in Africa.

Furthermore, a man must bear in mind that
until he is conversationally familiar with Hindu-
stani, the language spoken throughout India, he
will only be able to shoot as a guest in someone's
party, or, still worse, be in leading strings to his
native servants and shikaris. No matter what
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he pays in the latter case, they will ruin his
chances through their own rapacity.

Preparations To come now to the great question of prepara-

for a Trip. _. . K

tions for a trip, almost as many details have to
be provided for as are required on a larger scale
for the conduct of a campaign. Throughout all
the central and southern parts of India with
which I am acquainted, a two months’ shoot
involves your marching in all from three to four
hundred miles, zig-zagging about as you hear
reports of tigers having killed cattle, and moving
camp on an average ten or a dozen miles every
alternate day.

I have seen the ludicrous statement by a
writer in a sporting magazine, that he and a
friend went to such and such a village “where
there is good tiger shooting !” as if describing a
snipe marsh, or a rabbit warren; and which con-
clusively proved the purely imaginative nature of
his narrative.

As a matter of fact, there may be in these
times a pair or in extremely rare cases a family
party of three, four, or even five tigers, to a
district of two or three hundred square miles in
Central or Southern India. I am not alluding
to a few regular preserves. There are perhaps
only half a dozen spots within that locality where
they would be likely to “lie up” during the hot
weather—April and May—when shade and water
are limited to the vicinity of villages and a few
quiet corners elsewhere. It is for you or your
shikaris to find out in which of these they may
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be then located, as a dozen things may occur to
induce them to shift their quarters twelve or
fifteen miles in the course of a week, and you
may have to change camp several times before
you get them finally marked down.

Foremost of all considerations must be the
battery to be adopted. Improved models follow
one another in such rapid succession that the
perfect weapon of half a dozen years back is
probably now worthy of only a second place.

Of course, a useful all-round weapon is the one
usually adopted for choice, or to which most
people are restricted by necessity, something
between the ‘500 Express of the past and the
265 Manlicher of the present day.

For howdah work in the Terai, and where you
have elephants to follow up wounded beasts and
thus incur no risk, the handiest weapon with
which you can snap shoot is preferable; as the
worst which can befall is having an elephant
comparatively as much scratched as a fox terrier
is in killing a cat.

It is a very different story indeed when you
come to select a rifle, specially intended for tiger
shooting under all conditions, and one to whose
stopping power you must, when following up a
wounded beast on foot, entrust your life.

As to the best for this purpose, opinions differ
widely, but one can unhesitatingly say, that, no
matter what calibre you may adopt, a double
barrelled weapon is alone admissible, and that

your rifle should be as absolutely flush sighted,

Rifles and
Ammunition.
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and the stock have exactly the same length and
‘““cast off” as the shot gun to which you are
accustomed.

I have seen twelve bores turned out by some
of the first London makers which had a nominal
point blank of 150 yards with a charge of only
five drams of powder. It is needless perhaps to
mention that this was obtained by ornamenting
the rib with a standing back sight, having a
minute nick to aim through, excellent for target
peppering, or even for stalking, but altogether
misguiding for practical purposes.

It is scant satisfaction to know that you can
hit an egg with it at a measure of 150 yards, when
there is a trajectory of about six inches at some
unrecorded intermediate point. What you do
want to be assured of is that, if only you hold
straight, you can hit a charging animal by a snap
shot through bushes or grass, within anything
from three score to a dozen yards of you.

Rifle makers will not realize that shots in an
Indian jungle are fired under very different con-
ditions from those which obtain in a Highland
deer forest; and that the ticklish shots are just
those at close quarters. The hollow rib with the
foresight perched upon a raised lump of metal at
the muzzle is also an abomination, and suitable
only for pot shots.  All quick work must be depen-
dent upon one’s familiarity with a shot gun, and
you should be able to chuck up and pull with
your rifle at a galloping chance between trees as
quickly as if firing at a woodcock in covert.
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For you to be able to do this, there must be
nothing upon the rib to distract your eye. The
most that is admissible is a very wide V cut down
to the rib, which serves to define the centre line
for a deliberate aim when you have time to dwell
upon it, but which does not obtrude itself upon
your vision when taking a quick snapshot.

I do not like bottle cartridges, as the extra
thickness of the breech is equivalent to a standing
back sight, and tends to- make a man shoot
high. It is well to bear in mind that a tiger's
brain is only a two-inch mark. Even with
a rifle chambered for the cylinder cartridge, a
certain amount of elevation is perforce given,
but the divergence of the line of fire from the line
of sight, should not exceed an inch or thereabouts.

For sporting purposes one does not want
folding sights for any fixed number of yards—
150, 200, or 250. What you require to know is
at what range the bullet will have fallen an
inch or so below the line of sight, and up to
which you can aim as with a shot gun. It is
beginning from this point, whether it be 753, 90
or 100 yards, that you want the first raised sight.
In the case of a tiger one only fires at above a
hundred yards under very exceptional circum-
stances, such as at an already wounded animal
crossing over open ground.

As to the calibre selected, I do not at all hold
with the advocates of the very small bores.
These with the Jeffrey’s or the Dum-Dum bullet
may be very deadly and they are extremely handy ;
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but they have not the necessary knock down
blow and the stopping power of a heavier bullet.
It is just the difference between a rapier and a
sledge-hammer. I have seen a tiger, shot practi-
cally through the heart with a 450 Express bullet,
gallop 300 yards before falling. Indeed the man
who had fired at it, believed he had missed clean,
as the animal did not even wince at the shot.

For similar reasons, a solid bullet should be
eschewed for such soft-skinned beasts as tigers,
panthers, and bears. Broadside shots are the
rule and a solid bullet passes through a tiger and
wastes at least half of its energy on the ground
beyond ; whereas either a shell or an Express
bullet expends the whole force of its momentum
on the animal itself.

I remember hitting a tiger and a tigress almost
right and left, the former with a solid spherical
ten-bore ball, and the latter with a Meade shell.

The former which had had a generally vital
spot traversed from side to side was not bagged
for a couple of days and was then full of fight,
whilst his mate, hit too low down in the shoulder
by the shell, lay down within a hundred yards
and was got without trouble. For an end-on
shot the solid bullet is undoubtedly at its best, as
you rake the brute from end to end, and may
smash a thigh as a wind up. It is also the most
reliable projectile when you have to fire through
bushes; and I have sometimes employed solid
in lieu of expanding bullets with Express rifles
under such circumstances.
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As to the desideratum of obtaining a knock
down blow with a rifle of manageable size, from
a theoretical point of view a tiger of from 400
Ibs. to 450 lbs.—which would be an extreme
weight—is unlikely to exceed a speed of twenty
paces a second when charging in his wildest
rush. [ think that its “energy,” thus developed,
is represented at something like 3600 ¢ foot
pounds.” Against this the ‘303 Lee Metford
delivers a blow of about 1800, and ten and
twelve bore rifles attain from 3000 to 4000 “foot
pounds,” according to the charges employed.

After for years using a 1o-bore with 7 drams,
and a Calvert shell of 2} oz., which was certainly
very much of a “devil stopper,” I finally adopted
a ‘577 with 200 grains black powder, and a 540
grain hollow tip bullet, which gave a “shock” of
about 4000 * foot pounds.”

Although mere theory must be largely dis-
counted when applied to sporting conditions, it is
certainly a great sedative to one’s nerves, when
walking up a dangerous beast, to entertain the
comfortable assurance that you have the physical
conditions in your favour, and that you have
only to hold straight to stop the most vicious
rush of your opponent. It is, however, worse
than useless to overweight yourself with an
unmanageable rifle, with which you will probably
miss at a critical moment.

The ‘577 above alluded to was built by
Dickson of Edinburgh, weighed 11 lbs. and was

absolutely flush sighted. Its trajectory nowhere
B
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exceeded an inch above the line of sight when
aimed “like a gun,” and at 200 yards the bullet
had fallen about eight inches below the point
aimed directly at. Whilst a soft lead hollow
bullet smashed the skull or largest bone of the
biggest tiger, it absolutely broke up into chiefly
minute fragments in the body of anything save
the small-sized panthers. It of course required
a solid or hardened projectile for bison or other
thicker skinned and heavier game.

Special three and a half inch cartridge cases
to contain the necessary seven or seven and a
half drams of Curtis and Harvey’s No. 6 can be
obtained through many gun-makers.

Although cordite has successfully stood the
test of experience of an Indian climate, still I
mistrust the action of chemical powders under
the conditions of an Indian hot weather *shoot”
when your gun-barrels often become so hot as to
blister the hand.

I have myself seen two rifles burst by using
rifleite, and I have heard of half a dozen other
instances of similar accidents.

I have read of, but not seen, a new ‘400
Express which is advertised to develop an energy
of over 4100 foot pounds; and this, which must
necessarily possess an even flatter trajectory
than a ‘577, may be a preferable weapon. This
depends however, entirely, so far as tigers are
concerned, on whether the “pitch” of rifling is

not so ‘“steep” as to render a soft lead bullet
liable to *“strip.”
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If a nickel-cased one has to be used, then half
of the energy of the projectile will in the case of
the feline tribe, be wasted upon the ground
beyond. But, as already mentioned, I have not
had the chance of examining this rifle.

A broad web sling attached, not by swivels
which rattle annoyingly, but by a noiseless screw,
makes all the difference in the world both for
comfort in carrying and for hanging up a rifle in
a tree when posted.

One should never stir in the jungle without a
rifle in hand ; the gun-bearer is certain to be out
of immediate reach just when a gun is required.
As my °577 was a bit too much for a long tramp
in a scorching day, I generally carried a ‘500
Express myself, which, when there was time to
change, served as my second gun. With the
sling passed over the left shoulder, and the rifle
carried almost horizontally, butt to the front, the
weight is imperceptible either on foot or horse-
back, and you can come to the ‘“ ready” in a
moment. [ have known many animals let off,
and seen one or two pitiable panics, which greatly
lowered the ‘“izzat” of the sahibs in native
eyes, caused solely by would-be sportsmen find-
ing themselves weaponless in the presence of
a tiger, and this entirely thanks to their own
laziness.

There is nothing to be gained by having too
light a rifle. Apart from the question of mere
safety with heavy charges, after a stiff climb,
or a run to cut off an animal, a light weapon
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dances about, whereas a heavy one steadies
itself and is conducive to good shooting.

If a sportsman employs a single barrel, even
as his second gun, he should use a sporting and
not a military action such as the Lee Metford,
as the clatter of the bolt when reloading is hope-
less in a quiet corner.

If unprovided with a second rifle, I recommend
one’s ordinary shot gun, provided it is not a choke
bore, for jungle work, in preference to any single
barrel. For convenience of walking and posting
yourself in a tree, this should be fitted with a
sling, like all Continental guns. The spherical
Meade shell, filled with detonating powder (equal
parts of chlorate of potash and sulphate of black
antimony) is better than solid ball, being lighter
and admitting of a larger charge of powder. A
No. 13 and not a 12-bore shell should be em-
ployed, enclosed in soft leather to prevent
windage. I generally used the fingers of my
old kid gloves for the purpose. This, with
a charge of 31 to 4 drams, is very effective,
and will not hurt your gun, as it is only very
occasionally employed.

The projectile, whatever it may be, should be
““set” with melted wax poured in upon it, and
the cartridge case must on no account have its
end turned down or a wad in front of the bullet.
One can shoot well enough for all practical
purposes up to seventy or eighty yards with
such a bullet from a smooth bore.

To come now to the subject of dress and equip-
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ment | strongly recommend the young sportsman Dress aad
to procure this entirely in India, where it can be Equipment.
got at a tithe of the cost and of far more suitable
materials than he would find at home.

There is a branch of the Army and Navy
Stores at Bombay where English articles may
be purchased cheaper than they can be brought
out by a private individual, and reliable am-
munition can be obtained from English gun-
makers such as Rodda or Manton of Calcutta.
Beware however of cartridges retailed by native
and other second-rate dealers, and which may
have been for years in stock.

Shikar Kit, on the other hand, from head-gear
to foot-wear, can be got just as good, and for
a fourth of the cost from native rather than from
European establishments.

The novice should remember that all shooting
in India involves more riding than walking, and
he should therefore adopt such a style of knicker-
bocker or of riding breeches as he personally
finds the most convenient for such dual work.
The best way is to bring out from London one
good pattern of Norfolk jacket and walking
breeches, buy or choose your material, and have
your suit copied by a native “durzi” (tailor).
These men can never cut clothes properly, but
will duplicate a model so exactly that, unless
specially warned to the contrary, they will even
insert any patch, with which it may chance to
be ornamented.

I here refer only to clothes such as are required
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for tiger shooting and similar jungle work, as
proper riding breeches, as well as boots, are only
procurable from London makers.

Suitable materials are to be obtained every-
where, from any of the large British mills at
Cawnpore, from all large central jails, from the
Basel Mission at Cannanore, and from most
tailors in India. A shikar suit, which would cost
five guineas at home, comes to just one-tenth of
this sum when thus manufactured on the spot.

The solah topee, or pith helmet, certainly com-
bines a maximum of sun protection with a mini-
mum of weight, but it becomes a pulp with heavy
rain, rarely met with save at the beginning of
the monsoon, and is easily smashed up by a fall,
or an unexpected bang against a stiff branch.
There is a very good pattern named after the
Cawnpore Tent Club, and a chin strap should
always be used when riding, or working your
way through thick jungle. There is usually a
very strong, hot wind during the day, and a
tight-fitting helmet is most tiring to the head.
The enormous mushroom-shaped pith hats, about
the size of a lady’s parasol, are fit only for old
women.

Whatever pattern or material may be adopted,
there should be no encircling puggree to catch
upon thorns. If a turban is necessary, a stout
cover, preferably of fine leather, should be worn
over all, as sometimes one must bore a way
through bushes with both hands fully occupied
by the rifle. A pad of quilted cotton should be
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worn inside the jacket to cover the whole of the
back, and a cummerbund or sash is also very
advisable. It is useful to have at the very least
a couple of receptacles for rifle cartridges sewn
on the right breast of your blouse or jacket a la
Tcherkess, so as always to have a ‘reload”
handy. Any dull neutral tint will do, but all
bleach lighter by exposure to the sun and a
single, unbroken colour is more easily distinguish-
able than when helmet, coat and breeches are of
different shades. Gaiters should invariably be
worn both for thorns, and on the chance of
snakes in some localities, and the best kind of
ankle boots are made of thick, but extremely
soft, ssmbhur leather—with stout, heelless plaited
cotton soles. QOurs were usually made up in the
regimental workshops, but can be got in many
bazaars for five rupees a pair. They are of no
use for wet walking and are soon ruined by
water, but for all dry work they are simply
perfect, as they are noiseless to walk in, excellent
over rocks, and even in the hottest sun they
never draw the feet. A broad leather waist-belt,
with a pouch for eight or ten cartridges, and a
shikar knife should be worn, but it is useless
burdening yourself with anything more, save per-
haps a leather drinking cup,and a folding pocket
saw, the latter useful for pruning off a branch noise-
lessly. Indian-made hunting knives are prefer-
able to English ones, of which the steel is too
hard, and difficult to get re-sharpened in out-of-
the-way places. Bodraj, of Aurungabad, and



24 SPORTSMAN'S BOOK FOR INDIA

Boput, of Nagpore, used to be the two best
known makers of these as well as of hog
spears.
Tent,Camp The Kabul tent of 7 ft. to 8 ft. square,
Furniture, . . . .

&c. with jointed poles, semicircular bathroom, and
‘““durrie” or carpet, is ample for all sporting
requirements. Such a one can be bought at
any of the big makers, such as the Muir Mills
at Cawnpore for about a hundred rupees (4£7)
and weighs about 100 lbs., the smallest size
weighing only 8o lbs. Plenty of second-hand
ones may be seen advertised in the columns
of the Pioneer, at from half to a quarter of that
price. It is better to have a couple of smaller
tents rather than one large one. They should
be provided with tapes to loop up the sides and
admit the breeze, as well as with plenty of
pockets for small articles, and hooks for the
poles upon which to hang up rifles, clothes and
other impedimenta. There are some who be-
lieve that yellow, whether for clothing or tents,
has a great power to neutralise the effects of sun
rays. One requires a couple of tents; one to
go on overnight to the next camping ground,
with a similar or smaller one to be kept back
in the case of a thunderstorm—not at all un-
common towards the end of the hot weather.
Your servants are spared considerable labour in
pitching and striking tents by having duplicate
ones, a matter of some importance when moving
camp, as you generally have to do several times
a week. You should also have a couple of
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“rowties ” for your servants. These weigh about
30 lbs. apiece and cost as many rupees.

For camp furniture—bed, table, chair, wash-
hand stand and canvas tub, all of which it is
advisable to have in duplicate—by far the best
patterns are to be got from Messrs Luscombe
of Allahabad.

Chaguls—water bags of porous leather or per-
meable canvas—are indispensable, both out shoot-
ing and for use in camp, and may be bought
cheaply in any Indian bazaar. In them the
water is automatically kept cool by evaporation,
at a much lower temperature than any of the
expensive and unsatisfactory patterns of service
water bottles yet invented.

Similarly, narrow canvas water buckets, just
large enough to cool one bottle in at a time, are
a positive necessity in a dry hot climate when
out of reach of ice and other appliances of
modern civilisation. A man may go for hours
in the sun without drinking, but, once he tastes
water he feels compelled to continue. The
golden rule, however, is never to taste anything
stronger than tea until sunset. At dinner one
can take wine or whisky and soda, as usual.

The four tents for yourself and servants,
with the requisite amount of camp kit, above
enumerated, should cost about Rs.600—say £40
—and form just a camel load, which, nominally
of 320, is generally of about 400 lbs.

To do things fairly comfortably for a two
months’ expedition, each man requires five
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camels ; as not only do your numerous servants
drag about with them a considerable amount of
lumber, but you also have to carry a supply of
soda water to supplement your gazogenes,
necessary to guard against bad water—besides
other stores. There are also all sorts of stable
requisites, and occasionally you have to carry
some days’ corn for your horses and food for
followers.

Camels may be hired for from 10 to 12 rupees
apiece per mensem in Northern and Central
India; but for the eastern and southern portions
one is largely dependent upon wheeled vehicles,
pack bullocks, or coolies. The last-named are
the most expensive of all forms of transport,
about eight being required per camel load at
four times their cost. Forage and the wages of
attendants (one to every four) is included in the
hire of pack animals, as also are the necessary
loading ropes; but suleetahs or saddle bags, and
‘““khajawahs ” or panniers, must be provided by
the hirer and would cost about £1 per animal.

For a party of four, or even of two guns, you
further require some sort of mess tent and
establishment, say a cook and his assistant,
khitmatgar, or butler, “bheestie ” (water carrier)
and a sweeper, for which a resident in the
country would pay about Rs.60 to 8o a month
—say 45—and a visitor, requiring English-
speaking servants, something like treble that
sum. If one attempts to do with a very small
establishment, the one certain result is that
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utensils are never properly cleaned and that
water is obtained from the nearest stagnant
puddle ; whilst, if you try to make your personal
servants assist for the common welfare, each one
shirks the work and leaves it to his neighbour.

As you must generally carry the whole of your
stores, in addition to cooking utensils, six or
eight camels are required for your mess.

A suitable tent and Batlerie de Cuisine will
cost say, 440, and the monthly hire of camels, £7.
Officers quartered in India and other residents
bring their own personal servants; khitmatgar
or butler to wait at table (and who cooks after
a fashion in case of need), bearer (valet), water
carrier, dhobie or washerman, sweeper, gun-
bearer, and a couple of syces or grooms, re-
quired for the minimum of two ponies or horses,
which are indispensable for a trip. The wages
of these vary from about 20 to 8 rupees a
month apiece, for which they “find themselves,”
and they generally cost a resident say £7 or £8
a month (taking 41 as equivalent to Rs.15);
but if obtained only for a temporary job, their
pay would most probably come to £15 or £20
per mensem.

The number of servants sounds superfluous
but they are indispensable if only to help in the
almost daily pitching and striking of tents, pack-
ing and unpacking things, and loading beasts of
burden.

In the usual camp life you dine and sleep in the
open air. When marching, the mess, with most



28 SPORTSMAN’S BOOK FOR INDIA

of your own belongings, start as soon as possible
after dinner, and you keep behind one tent, a
servant and a camel each to bring on your effects,
You commonly march ten or twelve miles, though
here and there you have to accomplish double
that distance. Mounting soon after sunrise, you
canter on to your next camp by eight o'clock,
sending on your rifles perhaps another half dozen
miles to where you are to beat ; you breakfast and
ride out there afterwards, and you continue beat-
ing for deer, etc., and seldom return before sunset
when you tub, array yourselves in light flannels,
and dine. You turn in early, as you have to be
up with the sparrows, to march again, watch for
bears, or go round the paras with the shikaris.
Each sportsman would have to bring or buy his
own saddlery, and a couple of ponies, which cost
anything from Zr1o apiece for a light weight
who is not particular, to £40 each if he wishes to
be fairly well mounted.
Expenses of It will thus be seen that the preliminary
ToP. expenses for each man to take the field for a
two months’ shoot, exclusive of guns, clothes and
saddlery, would come to about £100 besides a
fourth share of the mess, and his monthly ex-
penditure in wages and transport hire to another
£15. Adding on to this 410, for the forage of
his ponies, his wine and soda water and miscel-
laneous items, a sportsman’s personal require-
ments exclusive of food and shikar will average
something like 41 a day. Wine and aérated
waters must be kept separately, and each sahib’s
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khitmatgar be made responsible for his own
master’s supply. When there is a common stock
kept in the mess, this is drunk by all the servants,
each of whom ascribes the leakage to someone
else.

In all of the many expeditions that I have
undertaken, one of the party acted as secretary,
and the expenses both of messing and shikar
were equally divided amongst us all. Although
we usually enjoyed exceptional facilities, had a
guard of our regiment out to collect supplies
and beaters and to act as shikaris, and generally
received great local help, the cost of these two
items usually came to from 3000 to 4000 rupees
a month for a party of four, or at the rate of
Rs.300 for each tiger bagged. Taken all in
all, I fancy that, considering the immense number
of blank days, so far as tigers are concerned, and
the many others when you individually do not
get a shot yourself, each one killed costs the
sportsman about £25 under the most favour-
able circumstances. I do not of course allude to
rare and exceptional chances occurring in out-of-
the-way places or when an animal is shot by
sitting up over water, a tie-up or a *“kill.”

My last shoot before leaving India, in Hydera-
bad territory was, all things considered, the
cheapest, as 1 was out entirely alone, bagging
twelve tigers in six weeks of actual shooting,
while my total expenses did not exceed Rs. 3000,
say 4200. I was, of course, already provided
with every requisite in the way of tents, horses
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and servants, nor had I any elephants, which,
even when you have not got to feed them, run
away with a good deal of money in the way of
rewards. |

It will be seen therefore that, when the diffi-
culties in the way of obtaining permission and
hiring reliable shikaris have been overcome,
tiger shooting is almost as expensive an amuse-
ment as renting a Scotch deer forest.

One may confidently state that a party of
sportsmen arriving in India have no earthly
chance of obtaining tiger shooting, no matter
how ready to pay for it, unless through the
medium of friends in that country; and that a
subaltern quartered in a sporting district will
have, if he goes the right way to work, infinitely
superior chances to those of any ordinary visitor.

Taken as a general rule the hot weather
months, March, April and May, are the only
ones when any regular shooting trip can be
undertaken with a reasonable prospect of success.
One hears of a Christmas tiger being occasionally
bagged, but usually under exceptional circum-
stances. Perhaps about a tiger a week is the
most a party could hope for in most localities,
between January and March. I have never seen
the Terai country in the cold weather, but have
been told that at this season it is in most parts
a hopeless sea of grass and green reeds. Until
this vegetation becomes partially withered, or
burned down, sport is impracticable.

When our present King shot in Nepaulese
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territory in 1876, Sir Jung Bahadur had a mass
of 500 elephants collected to ensure sport. As
one can only assist at any of these parties as a
guest, it is superfluous to enter into details of the
preparations requisite. The procedure generally
is simply to form line, the howdah elephants
being interspersed with the pad ones; and
perhaps a couple of the former guard some open
spot ahead. The most likely strips of reeds,
pointed out by the cattle herd, are naturally
selected, and neither wood-craft nor particularly
good shooting is requisite, as one often fires
merely at the moving grass.

You may perfectly well wear a suit of white drill,
with tennis shoes, and many men use umbrellas
going to and from the beats, and have baskets
of ice and drinks underneath the seat of the
howdah. There is not the smallest risk incurred
by any, save possibly the mahouts or people on
the pad elephants, and ladies frequently accom-
pany such parties, with no more fatigue than is
inseparable from the heat, and the monotonous
jolting of the elephant.

Itis altogether a thoroughly Oriental rather than
English form of sport, but decidedly interesting,
as those reed beds contain a greater mass of
wild animals than does any other Indian jungle.

In the broken, timbered tracts, which generally
prevail in the central, southerly, and western
portions of India, game is infinitely scarcer, and
elephants are not only almost unprocurable, but
also of very little use for hilly and rocky ground.
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Throughout native states, villagers are mostly
armed, and an immense lot of game get spotted
by night watchers who probably wound far more
than they kill. The most of these tracts remain
jungle, simply because they are too arid to
cultivate, and for this reason most timber is
poorly grown and stunted.

With the commencement of the monsoon, or
rainy season (June to September), grass springs
up everywhere as if by magic, and is in a few
weeks waist high; trees and bushes become
clothed in verdure; and wild animals may be
lying about almost anywhere.  Except that
with the advent of the cold weather from
October onwards, the grass dries up to a yellow
ochre tint, and gets-daily more and more grazed
down, and that the leaves of many kinds of trees
begin to fall, there is but little improvement in
one’s sporting chances for the next four or five
months.  There is still sufficient water and
shade everywhere, and wild animals may be
scattered about on all sides, whilst if a tiger
should be disturbed, he may travel for miles
across ground where it is impossible to track
him, before again lying up.

By February, thanks to cattle and jungle fires,
grass is rapidly disappearing, and by April an
undisturbed tract of this is quite a rarity.
have seen a fire, started by woodcutters, continue
for three days, and extend for twenty or thirty
miles to leeward of the spot where it originated.

As already remarked, there are nowadays but
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very few tigers to a large extent of country, and
for eight or nine months in the year, these may
be lying up anywhere.

It is moreover decidedly dangerous to use
beaters in high grass. A tiger will often squat
as close in this as a hare does on her form and
allow men to pass him by ; but if one actually
stumbles on to the brute, a fatal accident is
almost inevitable.

By the month of March, what with the dis-
appearance of the grass, the fall of leaves and
the drying up of all the smaller supplies of water,
game becomes concentrated near the banks of
rivers, or other water sources, deer and pig to
procure food and the large cats to prey upon
them.

There are always half-a-dozen well-known spots
in each district—islands covered with green
jaman, willow, and tamarisk; or quiet, rocky
glens, with deep pools of water and thickets of
oleander bushes and wild arrowroot, or some-
times masses of rocks overshadowed by creepers
at one or other of which any tiger in that part
of the country is certain to lie up during the hot
weather.

Much may be learned from woodcutters, cattle Local Iafor-
herdsmen and other villagers, whose avocations mation.
take them daily to the jungle, and who invariably
know every tiger in their district, sometimes by
sight, and certainly by their “ pug,” or footprints.

The chief difficulty is, however, to induce

these men to give correct information; and a
C
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sahib who can talk with them direct, and not
through the medium of an interpreter, has a far
better chance of learning the truth, as natives
have then more confidence of really getting any
promised gratuity.

The sportsman must above all beware of
relying upon the village shikari where a pro-
fessional one exists. In most British districts
there is a Government reward of Rs.50 for each
tiger killed, and this is regarded as the shikari’s
peculiar perquisite. It is a swme gqud non to
promise this sum to the local man for each of
““his” tigers that you may bag ; and as yourown
shikaris expect a similar amount likewise, the
cost of sport rapidly mounts up.

Having more or less localised the whereabouts
of your animal—from the reports of villagers, or
the tracks found in the river bed, and, along
the dusty jungle roads largely used by them at
nights—you have half a dozen bull buffalo
calves tied up at some of the most likely watering-
places close to a tempting thicket.

As buffaloes cannot work in the sun, they are
valueless save for their milk, and, being suffi-
ciently related to the sacred cow to have their
flesh tabooed for food, the males are practically
superfluous and are priced at about a rupee for
every year of age up to a maximum of five or
six.

As a rule, a rupee is paid to the owner should
his calf not be touched, but for everyone killed
by a tiger (and for which you generally give
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five rupees) three or four fall victims to panthers,
wolves, hyenas, or wild dogs. I havealso known
a single tiger kill nine “ paras” in one night, from
sheer devilry, as the last was the only one eaten.
Cruel as the procedure of tying-up sounds, I
believe buffaloes are absolutely callous, and I
have seen one after snorting for a minute at a
passing tiger, resume feeding the moment it had
passed.

These baits, termed * paras,” are watered and
fed three times a day, and are fastened up at
spots where they can be seen from some little
distance. It is seldom advisable to visit them
until an hour after sunrise, as, in the cool of the
morning, a tiger, if he suspects anything, may
travel a mile or two before lying up for the day.
It is just at this hour that the village shikari, if
so disposed, may upset all your calculations. A
very little talking, or coughing within earshot of
the scene of the kill will suffice to make the beast
decamp. Occasionally wild dogs drive a tiger
from the para, and in such cases the brute goes
clean away to some distant jungle.

A tiger usually breaks the rope and drags off
the carcase of the buffalo into the nearest patch
of thick covert. Here he will, unless disturbed,
and if not previously beaten for and missed, be
found to a certainty lying up to protect the
remains from vultures and jackals. I was always
very fond of going the rounds with the shikaris
in the early mornings, and have, when out alone,
more than once been able to stalk and shoot the
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tiger there and then, when he happened to be
favourably placed for the purpose. When, how-
ever, as is commonly the case, you find that the
rope is broken and the ““para” has been dragged
off, you quietly approach the spot, and judge by
the “pug” of the size of the slayer, and as to
whether there is more than one tiger implicated.
One can generally know by many jungle signs of
the presence of the beast. If vultures are perched
on the trees around it is a sure omen of the
presence of the tiger, whilst if they have ventured
to descend to the carcase, it is an infallible sign
that he has left that piece of covert. Langoor
monkeys also, which are occasionally about,
evince by their restlessness, the sentries they
have posted aloft, and by not descending to the
ground, that the common enemy is in close
proximity.  While any movement of his is
signalised by the most voluble ‘‘swearing” and
shaking of branches on the part of the entire
troop. Peafowl likewise, which generally abound,
utter a peculiar, hoarse clucking note when they
see a tiger, and when the latter is on the move
rise with a terrified kuk-kuck-ck-ck-k.

When you have none of these guides to help,
it is better to wait until it is pretty sure from the
height of the sun that the animal has settled
down for the day, and then make a few casts
around the patch of covert which is supposed to
harbour him. There are nearly always some
sandy, or dusty, paths, which he must cross and
where his pug will be visible.
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Having successfully marked down your game, Beating.
the next thing is to collect beaters up to one
hundred, if you can only get them. In some
cases this is the work of hours, and you are
obliged to make one half of that number suffice.
I have even had successful ‘“drives” with only
a dozen men, but this is exceptional.

In no case is it advisable to commence beating
much before 11 a.M., by which hour animals are
generally asleep, and the stones and rocks so hot
that a tiger will scarcely ever face the sun, and
even should he break away at first, will probably
not travel a quarter of a mile before lying up
again.

The direction of a beat is regulated entirely
by the configuration of the ground and not by
the direction of the wind. I have twice known a
tiger escape through winding me, but this was in
the cool of the evening. In a beat the beast is
usually too done by the heat to take heed of any-
thing, and it lolls along with tongue hanging out,
oblivious of all but the noise in its rear. A tiger
must, however, be humoured and headed towards
some natural line of retreat. In a broken country
he will, as a rule, break up hill and, like a blue
hare, cannot be forced downwards.

Neither will he face an open if there is con-
tiguous covert in any other direction ; nor will he
be driven up a “kho” (precipitous ravine) when,
as frequently happens, the only exit is narrow
and easily guarded.

Water he takes to readily, and swims strongly
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and well. Village wood-cutters, bheels and
seriahs always know what other parts of the
jungle an animal affects and will readily break
for; and their information, combined with that
afforded by old tracks, indicates the line to be
guarded. When one knows a jungle, one can tell
within a few yards where the animal will break,
and in some Central Indian beats there is some
historical tree from which a tiger has been shot
almost annually throughout the past half century.

Lots are usually drawn for the sequence of
places, and it saves trouble to adhere to these for
the day. Whilst the central posts are best in an
ordinary river beat, the tlank ones are the more
likely when these rest upon rocky scarps.

Always take post in a tree or on a rock when-
ever you possibly can do so. Apart from the
inadvisability of incurring any avoidable risk, a
sportsman is far more likely to be winded, or to
be seen when on the ground level, where also he
commands far less space, and is unable to see
over grass or bushes. Even in a deer drive one
thus gets far more shots. Animals, however
carefully they may glance around them whilst
stealing away, very seldom look up, and the
result of being even 6 or 8 feet above the ground
level is to get an easy walking shot instead of a
difficult snap one through trees. There is the
further risk of the animal spotting you, fancying
that he is surrounded, and charging back through
the beaters.

In some instances, notably in shoots in native
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states, regular ‘“ machins,” or platforms to shoot Shooting
from, are erected beforehand in the trees, and n?:é;:::
light bamboo ladders are provided for the un-
wieldy sportsman to mount aloft. Such contriv-

ances are most unsportsmanlike and limit beats

to one or two previously prepared localities.

Other sportsmen have leather seats with ropes
carried about with them. The worst of these are
that they involve taking an extra man to carry
them, that they take an unconscionable time to
fasten up, and that a man seated thereon is much
hampered and quite unable to shoot to the right
hand side. A small coil of thin and strong cotton
rope, and a folding pocket saw are really all that is
required. With these and the indispensable gun-
bearer who can bring also your chagul (water
skin), you can post yourself quickly and quietly,
and dispense with the coolies to carry leather seat,
chagul, gun, and too often a basket of soda water
and other refreshments. Many an animal is lost
by the noise occasioned by this superfluous train,
and very great delays are the inevitable result.

One should be able to choose for one’s self a Shootin
suitable tree, slip quietly up this to a height of 8 from & Tree.
or 10 feet, saw off a few small branches, on the
stumps of which you hang rifles and water skin,
and attach the rope to form a waist-high balustrade
around you. A standing position to fire from
should be always adopted, as, with the secure
barrier of the rope to prevent overbalancing, you
can swing round to either side to shoot. If the
tree be at all cramped, one should stand with the
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left shoulder facing the beaters; and once you
have settled upon the position to preserve during
the beat, await its commencement in some other
one, so as not to tire your limbs by adhering to a
possibly uncomfortable posture.

The gunbearer should never be kept with you,
but he should be sent to climb a tree a hundred
yards or so, in your rear, to mark any animal
passing behind.

It is generally advisable particularly when
posted on the ground not to fire until the tiger
is abreast of or past you, there being then no
risk of driving him back upon the line, the
tendency of a wounded animal being to throw
up his head and dash blindly forwards; but if
he sees himself headed, he will either charge
you or turn on the beaters. Where no trees
exist, I have obtained a most excellent post by
throwing a few sticks, and a ‘““kummal ” or native
blanket, on to the top of a corrinda bush,
and getting a leg up thereon. Kneeling upon
this your weight sinks you down under the
shelter of the surrounding leaves. A small
screen of branches is advisable upon a bare
rock, as you are otherwise somewhat conspicuous
against the sky line. When on the ground, one
should have a tree trunk or other obstacle to step
behind in case of need, as a wounded tiger in his
blind rush may crash through any bush. When
the stem is sufficiently massive, it is better to post
yourself in front of, rather than behind it; as,
with a small screen of leaves, one is thus ap-
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parently less visible than when peeping round
the trunk.

It is also advisable to place a dozen men in
trees as an outer circle some hundred yards back,
to mark any animal, whether wounded or not,
which passes the line of guns. It is sometimes
also advisable to post some flankers or ‘ rokhs”
to guard possible exits not commanded by the
guns. The prevalent mistake made by these is
to make too much noise, and they shout and yell
at an animal, sending him off at a gallop, either
past them or back at the beaters. A tiger is
always suspicious of a subdued and unaccustomed
noise ahead, and is effectually turned by knocking
two stones together, by tapping a branch, or by
occasional low coughs. He seemingly suspects
some trap, and turns to steal off elsewhere. I
have successfully used flanks of cord of about
100 yards in length with parti-coloured stuff
pennons, such as the “lapi” used in Russian
wolf beats, strung along the bushes 3 or 4 feet
from the ground.

A tiger will not pass under this, but I have
known one charge it roaring and jump it at a
low place. I have also improvised a flank,
where there were no trees to place ‘“rokhs” in,
by tethering my baggage camels at 40 or 50
yards interval through the bushes—their chewing
and stamping sufficing to deter the tiger from
breaking in that direction.

All being posted, the beat is conducted much
as all beats are, save that the greatest noise
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attainable, by drums, horns and the human
throat is indulged in as it encourages the beaters
and seems to cow a tiger. Should the latter be
seen by them to break away, and should there
be no reason to believe that there is a second one
on foot, all noise should cease, but the advance be
continued up to the ‘“moules” or posts, the party
merely tapping the trees and talking quietly.
The animal which has broken off is then more
likely to lie up near at hand. Whether the tiger
breaks away or not, it is as well to continue
beating in the neighbourhood up to four or five
o'clock, if only on the chance of a panther or
bear. A “silent” beat throughout would really
be preferable to a “noisy” one, save for the
danger to beaters; there is always the risk of
a gorged tiger not waking up until the men are
all about him, when, seeing himself surrounded,
he breaks his way out with the probable loss of
human life. Even with a vicious or suspicious
tiger, men are quite safe if they will only keep
together. It is best to form them into groups of
ten or twelve, each under the charge of a sowar
or other responsible person. These should
advance with all possible noise, and, keeping 40
or 50 yards apart and thoroughly pelting with
stones all intermediate thick patches.

If there are any elephants, these should, in all
tiger beats, cover the line and one of your
shikaris from a howdah can best direct the
beaters. It is cruelly dangerous for the latter
when the sportsmen post themselves in the
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howdahs, and then expect footmen to drive a
savage beast up to them. The animal must see
or hear the elephant in front, and the result is
frequent accident. It is altogether a mode of
sport uncongenial to an Englishman, although
much in vogue with native chiefs, who wish to
shirk all form of fatigue and are supremely
indifferent to loss of life. It should be a stringent
rule when beating for a tiger, that nothing else
should be fired at until it 1s known that the
former is killed, or has broken clean away.
When beating the same patch of jungle on some
succeeding day for an animal which has previously
been fired at, you should always drive it in a
different direction, the reverse way if possible,
or “oolta hanka,’ as natives term it.

In any case the beat should invariably halt at
the first shot, nor should it again advance until
signalled to do so by the man who fired. We
always used whistles, the sound of which after a
shot signified that the tiger was dead or had
broken off and that the beat should continue.
If nothing was heard, one of the shikaris
advanced upon an elephant, if you had one,
or a few men came round by a flank to ask for
orders. It is of course imperative to follow up
the wounded beast from a howdah if practicable,
and, failing that, for the guns to unite and do so
on foot. One should never under any circum-
stances allow beaters to continue whilst there is
even a suspicion that the animal may be wounded.
Neither should he be left alone when once hit,
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or some wretched native woodcutter will probably
pay the penalty. When you go out for a tiger,
you must be prepared to go right through with
the business at any hazard. On no account incur
any avoidable risk, but shoot him somehow.
Failing an elephant to follow up with, a
“bobbery” pack of dogs is sometimes even
better ; but there are scarce half a dozen places
in India where it would be worth while nowadays
to keep any up, and they knock up so easily in
the sun that it is often impossible to employ them.
In fairly cool weather mine more than once have
brought an unwounded tiger to bay, and they so
bothered a wounded one that you could dodge
up unnoticed on some vantage ground, or behind
a tree, and deliver a finishing shot. A herd of
village buffaloes driven #p wind in front of you
is also excellent, and they, unlike other cattle,
will combine and charge a tiger. They, however,
get so excited that you must keep a tree handy
to step behind, or they may stampede over you.
Even a flock of goats is very useful, as they graze
along through the bushes, and by scattering out
when they wind your antagonist—disclose his
whereabouts. 1 have seen a wounded tiger
successfully lured out of a cave by dangling a
white native sheet in front which he mistook for
a man and charged. He has sometimes the
objectionable habit of doubling back on his trail
and crouching to one side of it, and, whilst
puzzling over the lost track you may hear a roar
on flank or rear. The more noise a tiger makes
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when charging, the less he is to be feared; and
if you stand firm, he swerves off when a few
paces distant. The silent ones alone really mean
business. Although a tiger instantly localises
the position of the human voice, he seems
incapable of detecting from whence a shot or a
whistle comes.

When you find the earth torn up by the claws
of an apparently missed animal, for even a few
strides, you will find it dead not far ahead.

Beaters, who receive as a rule two annas a
day, should invariably be paid by one of the
sahibs with his own hand. They are ranged in
rows by villages, hand back the wads issued as
counters before the beat, and a rupee is given
over to each group of eight, small change only
being required for odd numbers. When there
had been a particularly hard day’s work, I usually
gave a rupee amongst five, and double or treble
pay when two or three tigers were shot in a day.

It is also very necessary to give a reward to
the head-man of the village on which you have
been chiefly dependent for supplies and beaters,
of ten to fifteen rupees for each tiger bagged
from that particular camp, and a similar amount
shared amongst the villagers through whose
information animals have been got. The
““chumars” also, who feed and water the
““paras” thrice daily, should get four annas a
day for the period of their employment.

All these sums must be paid directly into the
hands of the recipients, or they will never get
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them, and furthermore the ‘ pateil,” or head-
man, should be asked personally by the manager
of the party if everything has been settled up
and should be made to sign a receipt to this
effect.

Sitting up at nights over a buffalo for a tiger
is by no means the poaching style of sport which
some people profess to consider it. It is, I think,
far superior to simply waiting in camp, as many do,
until the shikaris have marked down one’s game,
and then, with the least possible fatigue, posting
one’s self in the mackar allotted, without the
smallest idea of “the lie” of the jungle or of
anything connected with the sport. With a
charpoy tied up, a blanket, pillow, ‘chagul” and
a few biscuits, one can pass a most interesting
night, and especially towards sunset and sunrise
study a great deal of animal life. It is altogether
different in the larger jungles of Assam and
Burmah, but in Rajputana and Central India this
kind of wvigil is very rarely indeed successful.
This is probably due to the fact that all kinds of
game are so much shot at by native shikaris at
nights, that they are very wary. Still, when the
extent of the jungle is unmanageable, or when
tigers are accustomed to lie up in caves, and
beating proves absolutely useless, I have time
after time watched at nights, if only as preferable
to sleeping in bed.

I have five times only had shots in some
hundred vigils, and only thus bagged three tigers
in all, although I always sit up quite alone to
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minimise noise, and also take every precaution.
My theory is that, unless a beast is particularly
hungry, he circles sometime round the bait before
approaching and thus gets your wind. I have
sat up with a full moon at a spot where on three
successive nights a ‘“para” had been killed,
without result, and next morning have found the
pug of the tiger within fifty yards on both sides
of me. They likewise have a curious instinct to
await the setting of the moon before coming
forward. I have known, for instance, one which,
to judge from the cries of monkeys and pea-fowl,
must have been within a hundred yards of the
“kill” at sunset, yet did not come forward until
three in the morning when the carcase was in
deep shade.

I personally believe that a bright light, such use of
as that of a bicycle lamp, might attract rather Lot
than frighten a tiger, and 1 have heard of a
Calcutta sportsman employing an. electric light
when sitting up in the Soonderbuns. When this
was switched on, the beast, instead of bolting,
always stared up at the glare. Personally, I
never yet tried any form of lantern.

In some of the southern forests, some tribes A Native
of natives net and spear tigers for the sake of Me™°¢
the reward, but it is a long and tedious affair, the
animal being sometimes enclosed for days, the
circle of the nets being gradually diminished.

An average full - grown tiger measures g ft. Weightsand
4 ins. to g ft. 6 ins. from nose to tip of tail, peaerr®
stands 38 to 40 ins. at the shoulder, girths
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some 50 to 54 Ins. and weighs about 30
stone. The exceptional sizes I have known
were 10 ft. 1 in. in length, 60 ins. in girth
and 450 lbs. in weight. Tigresses run about a
foot less in length, with proportionate diminu-
tions of girth and weight; although I once saw
one of 9 ft. 4 ins. in length.

They usually have two or three, but occasion-
ally as many as five cubs, and I on one occasion
saw six in a litter.

According to native shikaris, one may live
up to five-and-twenty years. In the vernacular,
they are generally termed ‘“Bagh” in Western
and Southern India, and ¢ Shere” or “Singh”
in other parts. The lion is termed the “ Oontia
Bagh,” ‘“the camel-coloured tiger ” in Kattiawar,
and the “ Shere bobar” in central parts. Man-
eaters are nowadays very rare indeed. They
probably become so accidentally, and although
often very cunning and changing their ground
frequently, can be got in a beat as easily as any
others of their species.

In most large parties the beast belongs to the
man who first wounds it; even although this may
have been a shot in the paw, and one of his
comrades may have had to face and stop its
charge.

II._THE PANTHER

WitH a few minor exceptions every word
written above on the subject of tiger shooting
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applies equally to the pursuit of panthers and
bears, which inhabit the same jungles, and all
three species of which are often found in the same
beat.

All pertaining to camp life and equipment,
outfit and weapons remain the same, save and
except that it is not necessary to employ as heavy
metal for such animals as panthers and bears,
eg. a ‘500 Express suffices. As the rewards
are also on a much lower scale expenses are
commensurately less. Panther bears about the
same relation to tiger shooting as does trout to
salmon fishing.

The Felis pardus, termed leopard in Bengal
and Ceylon, is, however, responsible for more
accidents to sportsmen than is the tiger; entirely
because he is more despised and fewer precau-
tions are therefore taken. A friend of mine, a
fairly powerful man who was thus tackled, told
me that he tried to stand up against the beast,
but that its weight appeared to him irresistible.
Although people mauled do not seem to suffer
from the ““shock " generally noticeable in the case
of tiger accidents, yet mortification more com-
monly results, probably from putrid carrion con-
tained in the sheath of the claws.

Several of my pack were wounded by panthers
at different times, yet I never knew gangrene to
occur in the case of dogs, which almost invariably
recovered.

Panthers are far more familiar animals and

less afraid of man than tigers, and I have shot one
D
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lying up in a cactus hedge, on the side of the
main road, within fifty yards of a large village,
Many are found in comparatively open country,
with but scanty patches of isolated bushes ; and
they are much more addicted to going to ground
than are tigers, even using porcupine and jackal
earths for the purpose.
Dificulty of They are less easily driven in a beat, generally
p?nthers turn up at the very end of it, and I believe that in
the majority of cases they squat in some hole or
bush and allow the beaters to pass them by. I
remember once beating the same patch of
corrinda jungle four times back and forwards,
either the panther or his track being seen each
time although he never came up to the guns.
In our fifth attempt I walked with the beaters
and shot him not five paces in front of the line
trying to steal round the flank. He was a fairly
big animal, as he had killed a camel.

In some parts of Western India native shikaris
assert that there are three distinct species of
panther, and certainly there is a great difference,
in both size and colour, between the large, sleek,
and tawny ‘“ Tendwa” of the plains, and some
of the small, rather long-coated and pale-coloured
specimens occasionally found amongst rocky and

Panthers hilly country. Although panthers frequent the
and Tigers.

same jungles as tigers, still the disappearance of

the latter from any tract is signalised by a very

marked increase of the former. [ once found a

panther which had been killed by a tigress beside

a para, and on another occasion I saw a panther
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spring up a tree to avoid a couple of tigers, which,
during a beat, appeared on the pathway. I do
not however suppose that the larger species
habitually attack their smaller kindred, although
they would annex any game killed by their
weaker cousins.

Probably owing to its greater familiarity with
man, a panther is very much easier drawn by a
bait—a goat for choice—than is a tiger; and far
more of them are shot over a “ tie-up.”

One often knows of a panther living on some Favourite
isolated rocky hill, or rather knoll, such as are ;};‘Lﬂ‘f‘
common in the Deccan and in parts of Kattiawar.
As these contain any number of caves and out-
of-the-way retreats underneath the huge granite
boulders piled promiscuously together, it is
futile attempting to dislodge them, and neither
dogs nor fireworks are of any avail.

I heard of two officers who, upon interrogating
a shepherd as to the whereabouts of game, were
told that for ten rupees he could produce a
panther for them. Desiring the sahibs to hide
behind a bush near the foot of one of these rocky
knolls, he drove his flock past the foot, tethering
up one of their number about thirty yards from
the sportsmen.

As its companions receded the goat began to
bleat piteously, and within a few minutes—it was
late in the day—a panther appeared, stealing down
the rocks. The friends thereupon tossed up for
first shot, and the skin. Presently their quarry
approached and springing upon rolled over the
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goat in a cloud of dust when they banged away
their four barrels. As the smoke cleared, the
pard was seen bolting up the hill, and the goat,
which was merely slightly scratched, was none the
worse for the adventure. This was an instance
of the use of standing back-sights with rifles.
When proceeding to sit up, which in a quiet
jungle it is advisable to do a couple of hours
before sunset in the hot weather, it is in very
many cases desirable to make no secret of it,
and for the party to chat as they come. The
sahib having been posted in his mac/an, his attend-
ants should depart for the village talking loudly and
this often draws a panther, who fancies that the
coast is clear. Native shikaris often, on a dark
night, place an oil “bhutee” beside a kill, and
aver that this nowise deters the animal. As an

Boldness of instance of the animal’s boldness, a friend of

the Panther.

mine out in camp, seeing bis dogs fed before
dinner-time, perceived a panther crouched in the
shadow of his own tent watching them. He then
picketed a goat within 150 yards, and before
he had finished dinner this had been killed.
Immediately behind the rifle butts at a station
in the Deccan, a panther frequently emerged
from the rocks, and lay out on one of them at
dusk, within a few minutes of the cessation of
the firing, and the removal of the danger flag
from the summit. [ have also seen a pony
killed in camp on a moonlight night, and the
panther, although fired at three times, return to
eat it.
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Although terrified by a pack, panthers prey
largely upon single dogs, and sometimes carry
these off from under the eye of their owners. I
have heard of one tied up to the leg of his
master’s bed thus snatched away ; and a favourite
one of my own was snapped up betwixt me and
a friend whilst chasing a wounded deer through
a belt of covert not fifty yards wide, which lay
between us.

Unlike a tiger, a panther will never face water,
not at least if this involves swimming.

I have known two or three instances of their
becoming man-eaters, and when they do so they
seem to be endowed with preternatural cunning.

Remember that no animal can so well conceal
his presence, or more frequently remains behind
in a beat, and that up to the very last moment
that you must be on the look-out for him. 1
have even heard the thud of a stone against one,
without his moving in the bush.

Excellent sport may be had with a few fox Fearofa
terriers backed up by two or three big Polygar, D%Z?l; of
Brinjarra, or selected Pye dogs; which suffice to
bring any panther to bay, or force him to take
refuge in a tree. Their terror of a pack is pro-
bably due to acquaintance with wild dogs, which
undoubtedly attack them.

A full-grown male panther averages 7 ft. 4 ins. Weight and
in length (of which the tail is usually 3 ft.), 38 ins. Measure-
in girth, and weighs 12 to 15 stone, Ze. about
half that of a tiger. Occasionally panthers exceed
these measurements, and I have more than once
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seen 7 ft. 10ins. and one animal of very close upon
8 ft. in length. The skin measures quite a foot
more. | have generally seen two, and occasion-
ally three cubs.

TheHunting The cheetah, or hunting leopard, is totally

Leopard  gistinct. It is not in the least formidable and
has only semi-retractile claws. It is lean and
lanky, like a greyhound, rarely measures over 6 ft.
8 ins. tail and all, and weighs under 8 stone—at
least a coolie can carry one over his shoulders
single-handed. Cheetahs are very rarely seen
wild, and then only in open “black buck” country.
Their skin is of a lighter ground-work, with
solid, distinct black dots, while that of a panther
is more orange, with rose-shaped clumps of dots—
as if one had dipped the tips of four fingers in
ink, and dabbed them on. There are some in-
stances of wild ones being speared in open jungle,
which, however, requires a good man and horse.
The trapped ones, enlarged on a polo ground for
this purpose, are too cowed to show real fight.

III.-.THE SLOTH BEAR

THe Indian black, or sloth, bear (Ursus tor-
guatus) is found almost wherever jungle abounds,
from Ceylon to the Himalayas. He is a purely
vegetable feeder, although he has a great parti-
ality for white ants, scorpions and honey-combs,

bees and all, which are apparently great delicacies
in his estimation.
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Jungle fruits, especially that of the mowa tree,
and in Kashmir the mulberry, which attract him
from considerable distances, are his staple diet,
and, except that he occasionally raids the mangoe
trees, or Indian corn patches attached to small
villages, he does little harm to property.

More wood-cutters and other jungle frequenters
are, however, perhaps mauled by bears than by
any other kind of animal.

I think this is due rather to their being stupid,
heavy sleepers, than to malice prepense. They
rely more upon smell than hearing, and some-
times do not realise that anyone is anywhere
near, until they start up to find a man within a
few paces, and fancying themselves attacked they
go for him. The worst is that they have a pro-
pensity to attack the face, and I have seen some
ghastly instances of disfigurement thus inflicted.

Once during a “mogam” beat, ze. when you Bears
fire at anything big enough to use a rifle upon— gf;;{,s.
the advance was stopped and word was sent
that there was some wounded animal in a bush.
Walking up with a brother officer to the spot,
we saw a patch of bear skin in a small corrinda
clump, and from the smell imagined that the
beast was dead. Approaching nearer, we could
however see the hair moving with the regular
breathing of the creature, so, placing the muzzle
of a rifle almost against this, one of us fired, and
two bears bolted out, howling dismally. One of
these fell dead after a few strides, and the other
was also shot. [ have also seen a bear tickled
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up by a spear through a cleft in the rocks, before
he would bolt, and I have known two or three
very awkward shaves through sportsmen entering
a cave on all fours in search of a supposedly dead
animal. This, by the way, I have never known
even the pluckiest native attempt to do.

As above remarked, bears are frequently met
with, and are generally shot in ordinary beats as
they lie up in precisely similar jungle to that
frequented by tigers. They are, however, often
found in rocky hills—even those destitute of rocks
—miles from any water, where no tiger or panther
would stop.

There are, however, in some districts numerous
caves which form their natural strongholds, and
where perhaps they will remain secure unto the
end of time. These are not generally caverns in
our acceptation of the word, but more frequently
huge masses of rocks of all sizes up to some
hundred tons piled upon each other in wild con-
fusion. I have seen these extend for a couple of
hundred yards in length by fifty in breadth, one
chaos of basalt columns, where the overhanging
cliffs above had given way—and which were
matted over in places by thick creepers.

It is only by watching these retreats at day-
break that a shot is obtainable, and this is, I think,
a most interesting form of sport.

Bears, once disturbed in a jungle, abandon the
bushes and betake themselves to some of these
underground retreats out of which, after a shot
or two in their proximity, they will not stir, except
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after dark, re-entering in all probability before
dawn.

In undisturbed jungles, however, they often In the
do not return from their ramble in search of food Ju=&le
until an hour after daybreak. To forestall them,
one must sally forth about 4 A.m. in time to reach
the crest of the hill or of the scarp whilst it is
yet dark. A lantern may perfectly well be used,
as it is sometimes rather trying to have to
struggle upwards through thorns and climb rocks
in a perfectly unknown locality. Once, however,
seated on the top, the trouble and fatigue of your
early start are soon forgotten, and it is most
fascinating watching the appearance of dawn,
wondering what kind of a view daylight will
disclose, and listening to the jungle sounds and
the twittering of the awaking birds. A stray
hyena, or a few pigs or deer some hundred feet
below, first meet your gaze, and presently, just
as the sun mounts with a rush over the neigh-
bouring hills, a couple of black spots slowly
sauntering towards the foot of the hill, and
occasionally stopping to scratch at a white ant's
nest, or pick up some fallen berries, rewards
your watch.

Beware, however, of giving them your wind,
they will scent you from as far off as a red deer,
and I have seen them turn when fully a quarter
of a mile distant, and go clean away for
miles.

A bullet in the white horse-shoe of the chest The Fatal
is instantaneously fatal, but with a side shot one SP°
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is very apt to tailor them, as they offer such a
round, ill-defined target, and, not distinguishing
the shoulder, you fire promiscuously into the
centre of the black ball of shaggy hair.

A couple of cubs seem the usual allowance,
and these, when small, are carried on the
mother’s back. I once saw a bear with a cub
blunder up to a wounded tiger, who gave her
one comb with his claws down the face, when
she turned and bolted howling dismally, with her
infant kicking up an even more ear-piercing wail
of alarm. 1 once also saw a bear which had
apparently been killed by a tiger, but this must
be a very exceptional incident.

A wounded bear generally attacks its com-
panion, and I have seen a slightly hurt one go
for a buffalo grazing near, but the result of a
minute’s scrimmage left it a drawn battle.

A male bear measures about 6 ft. 6 ins. in
length, and the female half a foot less.

More wounded bears get off than any other
animal I know, and a profuse blood track often
soon dies out. Altogether, they give excellent
sport, and you do not feel yourself in for a
serious business as you do in the case of a tiger.
I know several instances of spearing them on
horseback, and it is capital fun chasing them
with dogs in the early mornings or at the com-
mencement of the rains.

The Kashmir brown, or red bear, as it is
termed—is a flesh eater and kills both cattle and
ponies, but, strangely enough, it is considered not
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in the least dangerous and never charges a man,
as does its congener the black one. It is usually
got when out stalking, and it should be classed
rather with the Himalayan than with Indian
animals of the chase.

INDIAN RHINOCEROS SHOOTING

IT is difficult, in fact nearly impossible, to give
reliable information such as will enable the
ordinary sportsman to be successful in the
pursuit of these huge animals. The great The Great

. . . . ‘Nt Indian Rhin-
Indian rhinoceros (RAinoceros unicornis) is NOW gceros.
only found in the Nepaul Terai, in the Bhutan Ffesent .
Dddrs and in Assam. To hunt it, most elaborate
arrangements have to be made ; and no one but
a millionaire could afford to organise an ex-
pedition without assistance. I doubt whether a
Croesus would be willing to incur the vast ex-
penditure that would be required for the chance
of a shot or two at an animal which, although
interesting and comparatively rare, does not,
in my opinion, afford a very high form of
sport.

Inhabiting, as it does, immense expanses of
giant grasses and reeds, often from 20 to 30
feet high, it is generally impossible to obtain a
view of it, much less to shoot it, except from the

back of an elephant. Progression on foot is
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Elephants slow and difficult in its usual haunts; and, in
‘““‘s‘;‘i,‘iij short, without elephants, it is useless to attempt
to shoot this rhinoceros. Even if the sports-
man cou/d walk, he would require two or three
elephants to carry his baggage and supplies.
Really good elephants are not procurable for
lower prices than at least 2000 or 3000 rupees.
Staunch Shikdri ones are much more expensive.
To their cost must be added that of howdahs,
pads, tents and other gear, besides the pay of
mahouts and other servants, and the provision
of food both for men and beasts—no small item.
The most certain way, and that most generally
practised, of obtaining a shot, is to have a large
number of elephants to act as beaters, and a
sufficient additional number of highly trained
ones to carry the howdahs of the shooting party.
Another less certain, but more economical,
and perhaps more interesting method is, to take
only one or two elephants and move as quietly
as possible through the jungles, looking out for
fresh tracks, and when found, silently following
them up. Under such conditions, a rhinoceros
may occasionally be found feeding in an open
space, or wallowing in a mud-hole; and it may
be feasible to dismount and shoot him on foot.
This 1 have done. Premising that no one
would be willing to incur the heavy expense
above indicated, the only way to have a chance
of shooting a rhinoceros is to obtain introduc-
tions to native nobles, commissioners, forest
officers, and other officials who have the
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command of elephants and are willing to lend
them, or will give invitations to join their own
shooting-parties. 1 should ill requite the kind-
ness and hospitality that I have received by
mentioning names and sending strangers to
invade my former hosts; so I must leave my
readers to obtain their own introductions.

Commissariat officers, however, are sometimes
able to lend Government elephants, on condition
that their food is paid for, and any casualties
made good; but of late years, Government has
greatly reduced the establishment, and there
are few military stations within reach of the
jungles where rhinoceros are found.

I may add that shooting in the Nepaul Terai The Nepaul
can only be obtained by special invitation, which T
is confined to a privileged few.

Forty years ago rhinoceros were extremely Indiscrimin-
numerous, and several might easily be killed f;;Sh“t
in one day. Owing to indiscriminate slaughter
of both sexes and all sizes, their numbers have
been terribly reduced ; but there are enough left
to enable a well equipped sportsman to be pretty
sure of obtaining one or two specimens. With
these, I think that he ought to be content,
although I must plead guilty to having shot six.
Even if I had the chance, I would never shoot
another, unless it had an extraordinarily good
horn.

Of course, in heavy jungle, it is quite
impossible to recognise the sexes, and a novice
will be unable to distinguish between a full-
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grown and an immature animal; but anyone
with any idea of size will be able to refrain
from killing mere calves, which, I am sorry
to say, has frequently been done.

February and March are about the best
months for this sport. Large areas of heavy
grass jungle have then been burnt, and much
withered ; so that the ground to be hunted over
is considerably restricted. The weather is still
comparatively cool; and there is not much risk
of malarial fever.

With regard to outfit, it is again impossible
to give more than general suggestions. Anyone
who is fortunate enough to be the guest of a
Rajah or high British official, will find himself
treated with the most lavish hospitality, and
will only have to take his usual personal luggage,
bedding, of course rifles and ammunition, and
two or three native servants.

I may as well put the idea of buying a large
stud of elephants, and the corresponding scale
of camp equipage, etc., quite out of the question ;
but the man who cares to buy, or succeeds in
borrowing or hiring two or three elephants, need
not incur very much additional outlay.

Tents will be required for himself and his
followers, but for a short trip there is no necessity
for having large ones, which are troublesome to
pitch, and heavy to carry.

The Elgin Mills Company at Cawnpore make
excellent light tents of various patterns: I prefer
my own, which they have manufactured for me,
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Tents are best made of strong cotton drill, which
does not absorb much water. The colour should
be fast-dyed‘‘khédkl,” which is less conspicuous than
white. Messrs E. Spinner & Co. of Manchester
and Bombay, supply the best.

In these days it is unnecessary to give advice
about sporting-dress, the style of which is so
thoroughly understood ; so I need only mention
that clothes should be made of some strong
cotton material, either “khdki,” or some greenish
mixture. For shooting from the howdah, canvas
shoes, with india-rubber soles, will be found
coolest and most comfortable.

As regards food, the supplies taken should be
procured in Calcutta, where everything that can
possibly be required may be purchased. Nothing
is obtainable in the scattered villages in the
jungles, except coarse flour and rice, milk, ghee,
and occasionally fowlsand eggs. For fresh meat,
the sportsman must depend upon his gun and
rifle. A small supply of simple medicines should
always be taken, such as quinine, chlorodyne,
Cockle’s pills, etc.,, also some carbolic oil
bandages, and lint in case of accidents. For
the preservation of trophies, carbolic acid, alum,
and arsenical soap will be required.

Last, but not least, we come to the important
question of a choice of weapons. There are now
so many powerful rifles of nearly equal efficiency,
that the selection must depend upon individual
tastes. For many years I used nothing, in jungle
shooting, except a 12-bore rifle on the « Forsyth "
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principle, with a charge of % drams of black
powder, and a hardened spherical bullet. The
rifle weighed 11 lbs. and there was no incon-
venient recoil. It was extremely accurate up
to 120 yards, which is a far longer range than
one often fires at in the jungle. With it, I killed
most species of Indian “ Large Game” from
rhinoceros downwards, and seldom lost a wounded
beast. In justice to the maker I must mention
that it bore the well-known name of John Rigby.
I have no experience, at game, of the modern
small bore high velocity rifles, with nitro powders.
From all accounts they are very deadly; but had
I again to stand up to the charge of a dangerous
beast, I should prefer to stick to my old love.

A shot gun is an absolute necessity on any
expedition, to supply the larder ; and a miniature
rifle is a most useful accessory for the same
purpose. A hatchet, a meat saw, and several
good butchers’ knives, with a steel to sharpen
them on, are also indispensable.

[ advise anyone who shoots a rhinoceros to
preserve the head, feet, and the whole of the
hide. Most interesting trophies, and a variety of
useful articles, such as tables, cigar boxes, lamp
pedestals, trays, etc., may be made from them,
Rhinoceros have often been described as having
almost impenetrable hides, and being only vulner-
able in certain parts. This is entirely a mistake ;
no animal that I know is more easily killed ; and
with modern rifles the vital parts may be reached
from any point, provided that the direction is
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right. The brain and heart are, of course, the
organs, the shattering of which, insures instant
death ; but a shot through the lungs, though not
so quick in its effect, is nearly equally fatal. The
lungs are very large, and when they are pene-
trated the animal generally soon chokes—usually
uttering loud grunts and squeals. I have killed
three rhinoceros with single bullets.

The Java (Rhinocevos sondaicus) or, as it is The Lesser
commonly called, the “ Lesser Indian Rhinoceros ” R‘fi‘:ﬂce,“_
(although little inferior in size to the other), may
be easily distinguished by the different folds and
conformation of the hide, and by the absence of
the horn in the female. This species exists in
small numbers in the Bhutdn Duddrs, where 1 once
saw one shot by a friend. Although it frequents
grass jungles, like its congener, it appears to be
more of a forest-loving animal; and its favourite
haunts are the thickets at the base of the low hills
where the thorny cane forms a refuge which hardly
any foe caninvade. I have followed the tracks in
such localities, on foot—but never with success.

This rhinoceros is, I believe, much more
plentiful in the “Soonderbuns” (properly S#x-
drdban) or Delta of the Ganges, and is to be
found within a few miles of Calcutta. Few
Englishmen ever go after them; and I have
only met one who had shot any.

When quartered at Calcutta I often intended
to try for them ; but somehow or other my duties
as a Staff Officer always prevented me. As my

readers are probably aware, the Soonderbuns
E
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consist of low lying land, covered with stunted
forest, and intersected by innumerable tidal
creeks. The only possible way of visiting them
is by water, and for a sporting expedition it
would be necessary to engage a sort of house-
boat, known familiarly in Calcutta as a *“ Green
boat,” which serves as a dwelling-place, and also
a “dinghy” of shallow draught in which to ex-
plore the smaller creeks. Local pilots and guides
would of course be required, and I understand
that shikaris are to be obtained. It would be
useless to go for only a few days; as progress
would be slow, and the game is undoubtedly
difficult to find.

All stores, including a supply of fresh water,
would have to be taken from Calcutta, and re-
plenished from time to time by special arrange-
ment. Possibly a steam launch might now be
hired ; if so, it would be a great convenience.

“ Mutatis mutandis” my recommendations as
regards shooting in the Dudrs and Assam would
hold good here ; but some extra precautions will
have to be taken. Tigers are numerous in the
Soonderbuns, and bear a bad reputation as man-
eaters. A sharp look-out must therefore be kept,
and no straggling allowed, The mosquitoes are
an awful pest, and good curtains an absolute
necessity. I regret that I cannot give any
estimate of the cost of an expedition, but it
certainly would be very moderate. A steam
launch, if engaged, would probably be the
heaviest item.
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BISON SHOOTING IN CENTRAL
INDIA

Bic game shooting of every description in
Central India has changed to a considerable
extent during the last ten or fifteen years.
The hilly forest-clad country, familiar to the
many readers of Forsyth’s excellent book ‘ The
Highlands of Central India,” still exists, and
still holds game of every description. Many
parts, in particular the outlying jungles of the
Mandla district, are still as wild and undese-
crated by roads and railways as they were fifty
years ago. Hidden in the huge jungles there
are still to be found the quaint huts of the Gonds
and Bygars, who retain their aboriginal features
and much of their aboriginal skill in stalking and
tracking. Bison! unfortunately appear to have
suffered more by the opening of the country than
any other game. There is no compromise for
them. They must have absolute freedom from
all signs of man. The crack of a rifle, the noise
of the woodcutter’s axe, a whiff from a distant
encampment and the marks of a trodden path
are all equally abhorrent to them, and they
must shift and march and march till they find

! This is the name given by sportsmen to the gaur (Bos
bubalis).—ED.
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a secluded tract of jungle where none of these
objectionable conditions obtain.

The Forest Department has now laid its
grasping hands on nearly all the large jungles in
Central India. The forests are all marked out
with boundaries, game laws have been made,
and work smoothly or roughly, are useful or are
abused, according to the administration of the
immediate district and the personality of the
local officials. In a wise moment many years
ago certain tracts of jungle were marked out as
‘““ Reserves ” and kept as free as possible from
man, woodcutting, native fires and such like
annoyances to the animal race. As foretold by
Forsyth fifty years ago, these reserves are now
the favourite haunts of the secretive bison, and
he is seldom found elsewhere.

The gist of the Central Province game laws
is as follows : a map of the different jungles with
their boundaries may be seen in the office of the
forest officer, and any of these jungles may be
hired, or leased, at Rs.7 (9s. 4d.) 2 month. A
shooting pass is given, on which is detailed the
number of animals of various species which the
holder is allowed to shoot during the month in
that jungle. For instance, a shooting pass for
Block No. 100, Kalpe jungle, Jubbulpore, or
Mandla District, might allow the holder to shoot:
sambhur, 2, cheetal, 2, bison, 1 ; tigers, panthers,
bears, nilghai, four-horned deer, etc., without
limit.

For tigers there is a Government reward of



BISON SHOOTING 69

Rs.50 sometimes raised to as much as Rs.500
for a man-eater. For a panther, Rs.15. For a
wild dog, Rs.5 to Rs.15.

No one is allowed to shoot or “tie up " in your
jungle when you have obtained a pass, excepting
district civil officers passing through on duty.
And of course they are always on duty. Should
you be ‘“tying up” for a tiger, however, the laws
of sport would, or should, prevent even the
district officer disturbing your jungle.

A forest guard is placed at your disposal to act
as guide, and to report any breach of forest laws.

These rules appear fair enough and should
carry out the idea and purpose for which they
were framed, namely, that every one should have
a fair chance of obtaining good sport, and at the
same time the preservation of the game should
not be neglected. In the Mandla and Nagpur
districts of the Central Provinces they work very
well. In some places they are rendered useless
by the individual jealousies of officials. Where
the commissioner, district superintendent of
police, and forest officer are genuine sportsmen
—no jealous sportsman can be classed as genuine
—there I would recommend the reader to make
his shooting expedition. Otherwise, he may find
himself unable to obtain coolies; unable to get
provisions; or perhaps, after several tedious
beats, he will even realise that the game is being
driven away from him instead of towards him.

Two good centres for bison-shooting are
Nagpur and Jubbulpore. From Nagpur a
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short distance by rail to Warora, and then
about 25 miles by tonga brings you to Chanda,
a small civil station. At Chanda you are in the
neighbourhood of several excellent bison jungles
and may come across buffalo as well. There
are several Forest Department bungalows con-
veniently situated near some of the best jungles
from 10 to 20 miles from Chanda, and in the
latter place there is a ‘“Dak,” or traveller’s,
bungalow, with cook, furniture, crockery, etc.
All arrangements should be made from Nagpur,
and a tent, stores, and all camp kit taken with
you. Soda-water can be obtained in Chanda,
but it adds very largely to your baggage, and it
will be found far more convenient in all Central
India shooting to be content with ‘‘sparklets.”
From Warora station send your luggage by
bullock cart to Chanda Dak Bungalow, taking
your bedding, kit-bag, rifles and lunch with you
by tonga.

Having previously ascertained that you can
obtain a pass in a jungle known to hold bison,
you should, on arrival at Chanda, call on the
district forest officer at his office and select your
block of jungle. Then call on the deputy
commissioner and invoke his aid in the matter
of transport, bullock cart, ponies or coolies,
according to the route you are going to take.

As regards rifles and ammunition for bison-
shooting you must have something with stopping
power and penetration. Personally, I consider
a ‘500 Express, firing cordite cartridges with
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steel-pointed bullets, sufficient for any dangerous
game ; but many prefer a *577 rifle. Should you
expose yourself in an unfavourable position to
a charge at close quarters from a wounded bison,
buffalo, or tiger, I do not believe there is any
weapon that may be depended on to save you,
7/ the animal really means bringing his charge
right home. A solid lead bullet, placed low
behind the shoulder, should prove most effective
for a first shot. Then, when following up a
wounded bull, take your heaviest rifle and steel-
pointed bullets. A shot through the body of
a bison is about as useful as a shot fired into
a hay-rick ; and I have before now made three
holes in a bison’s forehead without any fatal
effect.

The best season for general shooting in Central
India is undoubtedly February, March and April.
It is then not too hot, and sambhur, cheetal
and swamp deer (the Bara Singh of the plains)
should all have their horns in good condition.
The jungle will be easy to beat and easy to see
through, and the risk of fever should be at a
minimum. For bison alone perhaps the be-
ginning of the rainy season is the best, about
August and September. It is then close time
for all deer, but bison can be tracked and stalked
more easily, as the ground is soft and noiseless,
and the tracks are unmistakable. Even then,
however, it takes an experienced eye to unravel
cross tracks through the long grass and to de-
termine which is the most recent trail. It is
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most fascinating work, as the trail becomes
fresher and fresher and you expect to see the
huge monster every moment. Probably all you
will see of him is an enormous head and pair
of massive horns, with the eyes staring straight
at you over some bushes, or round a clump of
bamboos. Then, if you have a friendly tree
beside you, you can risk a shot between his eyes
and it will at any rate disconcert him, and per-
haps give you a chance of another shot; perhaps
it may drop him, but, even then, beware of him!
If you are in an open space when you suddenly
sight your bison, you may be able to reach some
cover by slowly walking backwards.

In July, August and September bison must
be sought on the high plateau, where they are
free from the attacks of a species of horse-fly
which infests the jungle during the rains. Their
favourite food is the young sprouting bamboo
and young green grass. At night they lie out
on the grassy hill-tops, and by day they wander
through the adjacent jungle, seeking bamboos,
or sometimes pools of salt water and mud.
But they are travelling nearly always. A herd
will perhaps frequent a plateau for a few days
and then march steadily on, 15 or 20 miles
in a day, to some other ground. As the flies
die off or disappear, they come lower down
again. High ground, bamboos and fresh grass
have at all times, however, a fascination for
them. Forsyth relates many a stiff climb after
an old bull on the wild Pachmarhi hills. Now
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alas! Pachmarhi, discovered and founded by
Forsyth, and one of the prettiest spots in India,
is a civilised station, and the bison has departed
from its neighbourhood for ever.

Shooting in the rainy season, however, has its
drawbacks. Fever is an almost certain con-
sequence, but, in my opinion, /le jeu vaut la
chandelle ! Plenty of quinine and plenty of work
should keep off fever, so long as you are in the
jungle; say ten grains twice a week, and an
extra dose any day you are tired out, or have
had to remain long in wet clothes. Your
servants should also be dosed regularly. Return
to life in a house, and the unwholesome atmo-
sphere of civilisation is almost certain to produce
an attack of fever, but then your discomfort is
over, and with the memories of good sport to
recompense you, what matter a few days in bed ?
Lindsay Gordon’s words are very true, and very
comforting :

“No game was ever yet worth a rap
For a rational man to play,
Into which no accident, no mishap,
Could possibly find its way.”

The Mandla district is perhaps the best
shooting country in Central India within reach
of the ordinary sportsman nowadays. There
are many large tracts of country in native states
which contain as much, or more, game, but they
are not open to everyone, and the ‘sport” is
of a different kind. Armies of beaters, long
lines of elephants, jealously preserved jungles,
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elaborate Machans, and a gorgeous encampment
combine perhaps to produce in a few days a
phenomenal bag, comparing almost favourably
with a record pheasant shoot in England; and
some rajah feels himself a step nearer his next
decoration. But these are the preserves of
viceroys, high civilian officials and gilded globe-
trotters.

To shoot in Mandla, make Jubbulpore your
headquarters, and call on the commissioner and
obtain permission to shoot, as well as any in-
formation you can. Get all your stores and camp
requisites, and hire a bullock-cart for your baggage
and a tonga for yourself. Jackson’s Hotel is
close to the station and the only one in the
place. It is 60 miles, along a good road, to
Mandla, and there are very comfortable Daik
bungalows about every 12 miles with “khan-
samas’ (cooks) and furniture in each. Your
bullock-cart will take three days, and your tonga,
with one pair of ponies, two days. It is an
interesting drive, passing for 30 miles over a
high plateau, about 2000 ft. above the sea, with
dense jungle stretching far on either side. Four-
teen miles from Jubbulpore the small bungalow
at Dhobi is reached, at the commencement of
the plateau. The jungles on either side of the
road hold sambhur, and frequently harbour a
travelling tiger. Further on, near the twenty-
fifth milestone, you pass, on your left hand, the
Barangda Reserve jungle, which always attracts
bison during the early part of the rains. It is
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on high ground, contains plenty of bamboos, is
comparatively free from flies, and boasts but two
tracks through it, which do not appear to have
been used for many years; hence the attraction
for the bison. There are a few Gonds in the
village below the forest who can find their way
about in it; and a guide is absolutely necessary,
for without one you might with ease lose your-
self every day for a week before getting to know
the lie of the land. An old, disused, overgrown
cart track runs to what is shown on the map
as the village of Sagonia, and the best bison
ground lies N.E. of this place, along a ridge
with open grassy plains at intervals. There is
no village at Sagonia, nor has there been for
twenty years, but it may be recognised by a
clearing in the jungle and the wild remains of
what were once fields of Indian corn. Whether
you would find a good bull or not in the
Barangda reserve during July or August it is
impossible to say, but in 1903 there were tracks
of many bison in the jungle.

At 30 miles along the Mandla road you begin
to pass through Kalpe jungle, which nearly
always holds a tiger or two and sambhur as
well.  Soon after the road descends from the
plateau, till you reach the plain below, and the
town of Mandla 15 miles on.

There is a Dak bungalow at Mandla, as well as
a club and about half a dozen civilians. Stores
can be obtained there, but it is better to bring
your own. South and east of Mandla lies a large
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tract of jungle-covered, hilly country, 6o miles
or more from any railway and only skirted by a
couple of roads. Everything seems primitive,
and civilisation appears to have laid a far lighter
hand than usual on this densely wooded land in
the centre of India, so different from any other
part of the burning plains.

Bison are by no means plentiful even here, but
there are several jungles that may be trusted to
hold them. The South Phen country is the best,
and Motinala jungle, about 40 miles from Mandla,
may be relied on to give good sport.

Rampore jungle, 12 miles from Mandla, has
generally a herd of bison in its neighbourhood.
The remains of an old fort form a most pictur-
esque and comfortable dwelling there. Another
excellent jungle for shooting of every description
is the Bunjar Valley reserve. There is a very
nice forest bungalow on the northern edge of the
jungle, about 30 miles south of Mandla. Five
miles further south, by a good forest path, is a
wooden shelter, a charming site for a camp.
Here you are in the very heart of a beautiful
forest of sl trees, with game of every kind all
round you. In front of your tent, enclosed on
every side by trees, lies a small, undulating,
grassy plain, through which the swamp deer love
to roam morning and evening. On the outskirts
of the plain you may catch a glimpse of the
beautiful spotted deer, or cheetal. In the denser
parts of the forest beyond are the favourite
haunts of the rugged-horned veteran sambhur.
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The nights are no less perfect than the
days. The hoot of the owl, the sharp cry of
the startled cheetal, the occasional bark of
the wild dog pack chasing some poor sambhur
to his death, and the weird “conk” of the
tiger stealthily patrolling the jungle tracks in
search of a dinner, all sound at your very tent
door, as you lie awake listening to the voices
of nature.

The Bunjar reserve is nearly 20 miles across,
and the bison are for ever trekking from one part
to another. In the spring perhaps the best place
is to the south-west. In the rains Bamnidadar
plateau, the high ridge on the southern border,
attracts most of them. The great charm of this
Mandla shooting is that it is all stalking. Coolies
are hard to obtain in any number, and * beating ”
is but poor sport compared with stalking, and is
here quite unnecessary. Tigers are numerous,
and, when wandering about the jungle, you are
sure to come across several freshly killed sambhur
or swamp deer. Should you find them in the
morning it is worth while to sit in a tree over the
kill at once for an hour, for a tiger will often
come to his kill about ten o'clock, just to have
a look at it, or to move it a little further into the
jungle, before settling down for his heavy mid-
day sleep. He will probably return for another
feed about an hour before dusk, or earlier in cool
weather.

There are several small villages of Bygars in
the neighbourhood, and two or three good
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trackers can easily be obtained from them. The
trail of a really big bull bison is unmistakable,
and he is generally alone. The younger bulls
often go about in small herds, and their tracks
will be all of much the same size. Where small
tracks are found mixed with bigger ones, the
herd is scarcely worth following, as it probably
only consists of cows and calves. The bison’s
sense of smell is surprising even in dense jungle,
and it is labour thrown away to attempt to stalk
him with the wind.

A map of the Mandla forests may be seen in
the forest officer’s office in Mandla, and a shoot-
ing pass must be obtained from him. A word
from him to his forest guards will be an untold
help in many ways, for these latter have it in
their power to make matters run very smoothly
for you or very much the reverse. In the winter
and spring there are camels in Mandla, and they
are the best form of transport by most tracks.
Bullock-carts and baggage-ponies can also be
hired. Information as to what transport will be
most suitable to the route you intend taking, and
their rates of hire and the cost of all provisions,
can be obtained from the Thesildar. In these
matters, again, the kind offices of the deputy
commissioner will be found to expedite arrange-
ments considerably.

A railway is in course of construction connect-
ing Nagpur, Seoni and Mandla, and when this is
completed, it will be easy to combine a bison shoot
in Mandla and Chanda. At present (Jan. 1904),
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trollies, and an occasional engine with a few
trucks, run for 70 miles or so on this line as far
as Nainpur, 20 miles short of Mandla and 30
miles from Bunjar reserve. With the permission
of the engineer in charge of the construction, the
line might now be a help to reaching Chanda,
as the route vid Jubbulpore to Nagpur is very
circuitous.

In addition to the game already mentioned,
there are in the Mandla jungles khakur, four-
horned deer, panthers and bears. In 1903 the
combined rewards offered for a man-eating tiger,
tigress, and panther at one time reached Rs.
1200! In the rains transport is a difficulty,
as many dry ravines become impassable rivers,
and the rice-fields are flooded for miles. Ponies
or an elephant would then be the only means of
progression, but the best advice is to go in the
early spring.

NOTE ON THE ‘“BisoN” OR GAUR BY
GENERAL KINLOCH.

[The gaur, largest of its family, occurs in the Terai and in
the lower spurs of the Himalayas, from Nepaul eastwards,
including the Bhutan Duars and Assam, as well as in the
Soonderbuns, within a few miles of Calcutta. Within its range
it is common enough, and I have shot it in Chota Nagpur,
in the Central Provinces, and in the Nerbudda Valley. It is
also found in the Neilgherrys and in Kanara, while Travan-
core is said to yield the finest heads and Burmah the heaviest
animals. Teak, bamboo and high reeds afford the favourite
cover of this forest-dweller, which climbs into the rocky hills.
The gaur is misnamed by sportsmen ‘ Bison,” in the same
way as the American bison was called a buffalo. The most
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sporting way of shooting it is by stalking and tracking. A
few are shot from elephant back in the reed jungle of the
Duars, the haunts of the rhinoceros and buffalo. In certain
tracts of open jungle, as in the Satpura Range, south of the
Nerbudda river, the gaur may sometimes be seen far off and
stalked, even during the dry weather, when every leaf and
stick trodden under foot gives its warning to the animal.
For tracking, however, it is better to wait until the rains,
when it is easier to tread silently. The risk of fever in the
jungle at that season, though not wholly imaginary, has pro-
bably been exaggerated. Though the gaur is not ordinarily
a dangerous animal, great care should be exercised in follow-
ing it up when wounded. I myself have been charged by
one, and two of my sons were on other occasions knocked
over and narrowly escaped being killed. A 12-bore spherical
bullet, with 7 drams of black powder, served me so well that
with it I killed ¢ gaur within a week, and that without losing
a single wounded one. I have no doubt that one of the
modern small-bore rifles with nitro powder would be equally
effective.

HIMALAYAN SHOOTING

My chief object in these notes is to give as much
useful and necessary information as possible to
the stranger to India who contemplates shooting,
and also to correct a mistaken idea, which exists
among many who have known India far longer
than I have, that a shooting trip to the Himalayas
is, of necessity, a long, expensive and difficult
undertaking. I can thoroughly sympathise with
the “stranger in the land,” for, when I came to
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India, I was told if I wanted any leave I must go at
once. I made up my mind to go, and when I had
been just over a month in the Punjaub I started
to shoot any animals I might find in the mountains
north of Dalhousie, with a servant and shikari who
could not speak a word of English! I was recom-
mended to go after black bear, but I refrained from
making any definite statement of my plans, as I had
a suspicion in my own mind that these animals
no longer existed, having been ‘shot out” many
years ago. However I soon found they were a
reality, and I thoroughly enjoyed my two months’
leave, although my bag only consisted of a red
bear, a small black bear, and a goural. I was,
on that occasion, totally dependent on my shikari,
as I knew nothing of the country, or of the animals
of which I was in pursuit; consequently I re-
mained, as | afterwards discovered, somewhere
in the vicinity of my shikari's native village all
the time, thereby enabling him and my coolies to
live practically free of charge.

The two best routes that I know, by which the
ordinary sojourner in the plains of India may
reach good shooting country in the Himalayas,
are through Srinagar and Dalhousie. It is quite
possible to start from other places, such as
Mussoorie or Simla, but, excepting for one route
into Thibet, I think Dalhousie is a better base
than any other in the south-eastern ranges of the
Himalayas.

The selection of route depends of course on

the time available and the description of shooting
F
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required. [ should recommend the Dalhousie
route to anyone who intends leaving civilisation
behind him and striking off the beaten track for
the first time, or to anyone who has but two
months’ leave or less. Excellent sport may be
obtained in Chamba in one month’s marching
and shooting from the time of leaving Dalhousie
to the time of returning there. In six weeks the
little frequented territories across the northern
boundaries of Chamba can be reached, and the
route has many other advantages, which will soon
be apparent to the reader. My best plan will
perhaps be to give in the following pages all the
useful information I can to the sportsman, or
sportswoman (the latter will find no insuperable
obstacles in these parts), who intends to penetrate
into the Himalayas, with Dalhousie as a base.
The details regarding tents, kit, rifles, stores and
food may be taken as a fair guide to what will be
necessary in any expedition by any other route
east of Kashmir.

I shall then endeavour to describe the routes,
and the necessary preparations, leading through

Kashmir to such sportsmen’s paradises as Chilas,
Astore, Baltistan and Ladakh.

SHOOTING IN CHAMBA AND
ADJACENT STATES

THE first question to be considered is the kit
which it is necessary to have with one on arrival
at Dalhousie, the proposed base. Excellent



HIMALAYAN SHOOTING 83

stores can be obtained in Dalhousie, but nothing
else made. Tents and camp kit should be sent
by goods train at least a fortnight ahead, and, as
it is a great advantage when crossing difficult
passes or making long marches, to have light
loads, I will give particulars of what I found to
be the best and lightest camp equipment con-
sistent with comfort.

Zents.—One 8o-lbs. Kabul tent without bath-
room for myself. One 3o-lbs. servants’ tent for
my cook and shikari, and for cooking in whenever
it rains or snows. An extra tent will be required
for coolies when going far afield.

Furntture—QOne camp bed, one chair, one
folding-table, one tripod for basin, one folding
Willesden canvas bath, and some matting.

Kit.—One Wolseley valise containing four
blankets, one pillow, one suit of flannels, a pair
of slippers and a ‘“ British warm coat.”

One kit-bag, containing one spare shooting
suit and putties and boots, a few flannel shirts,
silk handkerchiefs, underclothing, etc., a warm
Norfolk jacket and leather waistcoat for crossing
passes. A few books and odds and ends such as
revolver, skinning-knife, writing materials, maps,
tobacco, etc., may also be added. Here also I
may mention my medicine-chest, a very important
item, that was also to be found in the depths of
the invaluable kit-bag. It contained quinine
tabloids for myself and two bottles of quinine-
sulphate for servants and natives; one bottle of
carbolic lotion in case of accidents with bears;
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vaseline, chlorodyne, Cockle’s pills, and a few
bandages. Another very useful article of my
kit was an enamel basin with a leather cover:
this contained everything necessary for washing,
also razors, brushes, towel, tumblers, candlestick,
looking-glass, diary and matches.

Cooking utensi/s.—The Indian cook or ¢ Khit-
matghar,” though he has his drawbacks and
seldom bears close investigation, certainly does
not expect or require any very elaborate outfit
to enable him to produce a dinner in the jungle.
The following articles alone are really neces-
sary and should be obtained before reaching
Dalhousie :—One frying-pan, a tin for baking
bread, a nest of four aluminium degchies (a
species of cooking-pot), one kettle, one saucepan
and a chopper. Two or three old kerosene oil-
tins, dear to the heart of every native servant,
will complete the “kitchen.” These kerosene
oil-tins are put to all manner of uses, from
thatching temples to boiling bath-water and
baking the species of dumplings termed * Scones,”
which must serve as a substitute for bread from
the day on which civilisation is left behind. In
addition to the cooking requisites, of course, a
few enamel plates, a large teapot, knives, forks
and spoons, a small lunch basket and a regula-
tion water-bottle must be taken.

Next comes the very important question of
rifles. At the present day, the question of
small-bore versus heavy rifle is as vexed a one
as ever, and when the opinions of men who have
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spent the greater part of their lives big game
shooting remain as divided as they now are,
everyone is entitled to judge by his own experi-
ence, great or small as it may be. I have no
hesitation whatever, therefore, in recommending
the ‘303 as an ideal weapon for Himalayan shoot-
ing. Its lightness, its flat trajectory, its accuracy,
and its marvellous killing power wken the right
bullet is used make it, in my opinion, by far the
best rifle for the dangerous climb, careful, exciting
stalk, and eventual shot, from perhaps a strained
position, at a red bear, thar, ibex, or markhor,
at any range from 50 to 350 yards. The first
year in which I went to shoot in the Himalayas
I took a ‘500 Express rifle with me, but never
again! It is a heavy, unwieldy weapon for any
stalking, and no more deadly than the smallest
rifle unless you hit your bear in the right place;
and its trajectory is too high, and its accuracy
insufficient, for the ranges (200-400 yards) at
which you must be prepared to risk a shot at
markhor, ibex or thar. I had perfect confidence
in my little ‘303 Martini-Metford carbine, pro-
vided that I had my favourite bullets. 1 tried
many different kinds and found that the most
deadly and accurate of all for big game was one
with an unsplit case showing % inch of soft solid Ammunition.
lead at the tip.! If more lead was exposed, the
accuracy was sometimes affected. In different
Himalayan wanderings I have given the ‘303 a
fair trial, having shot over twenty red and black

1 These can be bought from Manton & Co., Calcutta.
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bears with it; and when using that particular
bullet, I don’t think I have ever lost an animal
that had been hit. I well remember the day I
experimented on a very fine red bear with
Jeffrey’s split bullet, which is so useful for buck-
shooting. My first shot stunned him ; my second
woke him up, and he came straight for me. |
got in three shots as he came, the last at about
10 yards, and fired three more as he, thinking
better of it, shied off down the hill into some
bushes. Then, finishing him off with a revolver
shot behind the shoulder, I found it had taken
three holes in the head and three holes in the
body to make him retire into the jungle. Another
rifle that I saw in Holland and Holland’s shop a
few months ago struck me as being particularly
suitable to Himalayan shooting. It was a single-
barrel ‘375 Cordite rifle with Mannlicher action
and magazine. Weighing no more than many a
‘303 rifle, its trajectory, sighting, and striking
velocity at 300 yards left nothing to be desired ;
and it is claimed that in killing power it equals
the ordinary ‘500 Express. This sounds perfection
for mountain-stalking.

Much as I love the small bore-rifle in the
Himalayas, or for any description of stalking, I
admit that its advantages are thrown away when
all that you expect is a pot shot in thick jungle,
and I acknowledge to feeling much safer with a
‘500 rifle and cordite cartridge when following up
a wounded tiger or bison in the jungles of Central

India.
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In addition to the ‘303 or -375, I would
recommend an ordinary shot-gun and a revolver.
When following a wounded bear, as one so
often has to, down-hill through scrub jungle,
carry your rifle yourself, and your revolver in
your pocket. Let your shikari follow with the
shot-gun. The latter is a far more formidable Shot-gua.
and reliable weapon for any shooting at close
range in jungle than is generally recognised.
You should mould your own bullets to ensure
having them of soft lead and the correct size to
fit either barrel of your gun. Then get some of
the ordinary shot cartridges which you use in Cartridges.
your gun with the ordinary charge; cut off the
top of the case and empty out the shot and drop
in your soft lead ball. Then pour in some melted
bees-wax so as just to cover the ball, and do not
turn over the edges of the cartridge case. If
you have, as will generally be necessary, differ-
ently moulded bullets (say twelve and thirteen
bore) for your right and left barrels you must of
course have different coloured cartridge-cases, say
red for the right barrel and grey for the left. The
ordinary shot-gun with a ball-cartridge is very
accurate up to 50 or 60 yards and a very useful
weapon for a snap shot at any animal moving
through jungle. With regard to ‘303 ammuni-
tion, there is generally some delay in buying any
now, owing to the restrictions imposed to prevent
any finding its way over to the frontier tribes. A
permit to buy 100 rounds has to be obtained from
a deputy commissioner before any dealer will sell.
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Having now dealt with tents, kit and arms,
we must hurry on to Dalhousie. It is best to
take with you a khitmatghar who can cook
decently, but a bearer is unnecessary. The
Punjab mail train vid Amritsar, an old Sikh
stronghold, famous for its golden temple, brings
you to Pathankot about midnight. This is as
near to the mountains as you can get by rail, and
the train leaves you 52 miles short of Dalhousie.
Tongas, which rattle you along at from 6-8 miles
an hour, run as far as Dunera (about 28 miles),
and from there on you can either ride, or go in a
country ‘‘eckka,” or be carried up in a dhoolie.
At Dunera there is a prettily situated “DAak
bungalow ”; and the most comfortable way to
travel is to breakfast at Pathankot, reach Dunera
by tonga in time for lunch, and be carried up to
Dalhousie, sleeping in the dhoolie, during the
night.

Dalhousie is a typical little Anglo-Indian hill
station, the refuge during the summer of many
ladies and a few unfortunate men.

[t has several hotels, generally nearly full in
the summer. The Springfield, the Strawberry
Bank, and Balun hotels are the best.

Arrived in Dalhousie, there are several things
to be seen to without further delay :—(1) get a
good shikari; (2) write for a shooting pass; (3)
buy stores.

If possible, of course, you should write for a
shikari a month before reaching Dalhousie and
make him meet you there with a few coolies and
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a second shikari or lunch-coolie. If you have
not done this you must either take your pick of
the men who are sure to besiege you, judging by
their * Chits” and, what is still more important,
by the extent to which they know the country in
which you mean to shoot; or else write to the Rajah
of Chamba to engage a man for you in Chamba.
I give the names in order of the three shikaris I
can most thoroughly recommend in those parts:
(1) Dhassa, (2) Mullah, (3) Bhagia ; the last-named
is the most experienced shikari, but is getting a
trifle old and lazy now. The first, Dhassa, is I
think about the best I have come across anywhere
in Chamba, Kashmir or Central India, and in
addition quite a young fellow and a fine specimen
of one of nature’s gentlemen; Mullah, Dhassa’s
uncle, is also excellent. A letter addressed to
any of these c/o Postmaster, Tissa, Chamba
State, will find them. It is often difficult to
persuade a shikari to come to a place he does
not know well, and he will always prefer to take
you to the places he knows best, which, obviously
are not the nullahs least shot in. Even the best
of the shikaris, unless they see that they cannot
deceive you, will endeavour to confine you to
shooting black bears in the immediate vicinity of
their own homes.

Permission to shoot in Chamba has to be Shooting
obtained from the Rajah, so that, on arrival in Pass.
Dalhousie you should write to his brother and
private secretary, ‘“ Mian Sahib, Bhurie Singh,”
to ask for permission to shoot and for a licence
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(costing five rupees) for your shikari. If, as I
would advise, you only intend spending two or
three days in Dalhousie, the licence and permit
can be sent to meet you at Chamba Daik
Bungalow.

Very good stores of every description can be
obtained from Saligram, a merchant near the
church. For the benefit of anyone whose mind
is a blank as to his requirements in this respect,
the following may be of some help as a guide to,
roughly, two months’ supply :—

Butter . . : 12 tins (} 1b.).

Jam : : : 12 ,, (1lb.)

Cocoa . : : 4

Tea : : : 4 lbs.

Baking powder , 6 tins

Curry . . . 2,

Corn-flour ) . 2,

Sago . : : 2,

Salt : : : 4 lbs.

Pepper . : : 1 bottle

Chutney . . . .

Milk : : . 3 tins

Bovril . : . 4-6 bottles

Worcester sauce . 2,

Sugar . : : 10 lbs. (more can be
bought in some villages).

Biscuits . .

Candles . , . 8-10 packets

Oil : : : 1 tin.

In addition to these, take five pounds alum for



HIMALAYAN SHOOTING 9I

rough-curing skins, some arsenical soap, and
some brandy, as a medicine at any rate. The
water everywhere in the mountains is perfection.
The country flour is bad, except in one or two
large villages. It is best to get a supply of flour,
rice, sugar, potatoes and onions in Chamba town,
in addition to the stores already mentioned.

A species of Alpenstock, or Khudstick, as it Climbing re-
is called, is invaluable, and should be at least Juisites and
6 feet long, of strong, light bamboo, and with a
blunt iron point. When stalking, it must be
used upside down, to avoid the clatter of the
point against the rocks. Leather socks and
sandals (called chaplies) should be bought in
Chamba ; they are very light and comfortable
for marching. For climbing grassy slopes after
red bear, or going down-hill after black bear
under the pine-trees, or, above all, when crossing
snow passes and glaciers, nothing can beat a
stout pair of shooting boots with éz¢ nails. After
ibex, markhor, thar, etc., where all the shooting
has to be done over rocks and precipices, it is
scarcely possible to move a yard in anything but
the native grass shoes, which are made for you,
as you travel, by your shikari. These shoes are Grass shoes.
not made so well in Chamba as in Kashmir;
they should be worn over a very thick pair, or
two pairs, of woollen socks. The Kashmiris
make them of strands of plaited grass, and the
most secure arrangement is the following :—first,
put on a pair of thick woollen socks with a com-
partment for the big toe; over these a sort of
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woollen cloth boot, lacing in front with similar
big toe accommodation; then get your shikari to
bind on and lace up the grass sandals as tightly
as possible. The grass sole clings to rocks and
slippery places better than anything else, and the
absence of any restraint to the ankles enables
one to cross with confidence over rocky slopes
and inclines on which it would be impossible to
stand still in any other boot.

An ice axe or two will be a necessity if you
are to cross any unused pass, as you frequently
have to cut steps for a considerable way. These
can be obtained from the village nearest the foot
of the pass.

Having now bought stores, engaged a shikari
and written for a shooting pass to Chamba, the
sooner you get on the march the better. If your
shikari has not got good coolies for you,
you had better take ponies or mules as far as
possible from Dalhousie, until you can get some
permanent coolies. Four or five permanent
coolies, at any rate, are a necessity, and the
remainder, from 3 to 6 or even 8, according to
your luggage, can be hired stage by stage, at
the rate of 4 annas per march of 12 miles.
These Chamba coolies are generally excellent
men and willingly carry loads up to 60 lbs. ; the
permanent coolies after a long march turn out
to collect firewood, fetch water and watch the
hill-sides for game as cheerfully as if they had
done nothing. Their wages are Rs.8 a month.

If you are pressed for time, the march to
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Chamba can easily be done in a day, as it is
only 19 miles. Chamba is too hot to be pleasant,
so in spite of the doubtful attractions of the last
D4k bungalow which you will see for some con-
siderable time, it is as well to hurry on to a
better climate. You should call on His Highness
the Rajah of Chamba, and on his brother and
private secretary, the Mian Sahib, Bhurie Singh.
The latter will give you any information you
may require about nullahs that are closed, and
others that are already occupied by other sports-
men. Bhurie Singh talks the most perfect
English and, being a genuine sportsman himself,
is always ready to help others; though of course
it stands to reason that everyone who calls on
him cannot expect to be sent direct to the very
best nullahs. Each of the three years in which I
travelled through Chamba to shoot, I personally
found Bhurie Singh most willing to help me in
every way. A month's supply of potatoes, flour, Provisions.
rice, etc. should be bought in Chamba, and some
basket-work ¢ Kiltas,” in which to carry it.
After leaving Chamba the only provisions obtain-
able in any of the small villages are sheep, or
chickens, eggs (and these not everywhere), milk,
and coarse flour and rice here and there only.
Next we must consider the most important
question of all, and that is which route to take Routes.
on leaving Chamba. It is quite impossible for
me to recommend any particular route or nullah,
though I may have no doubt in my own mind
where I should go if I were marching out of
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Chamba to-morrow. A place that was full of
game two years ago may be closed by the rajah
next year; or it may suddenly become a popular
grazing ground for the large herds of sheep, goats
and buffaloes taken up from the villages as soon
as the snow permits. So the most that can
usefully be done is to mention one or two routes,
on which I know good shooting can be obtained,
provided they are still open and have not been
unduly worried by either sheep or doubtful
sportsmen. I would not advise anyone to spend
too much time in Chamba State itself, as the
outlying country round the borders provides
much better shooting.

Route No. 1.—From Chamba town strike east
through Barmaor about five marches over the
Kukti Pass into Lahoul. This is a good line for
black bear, and there are several places where
good thar can be shot early in the year, shoot-
ing commencing about the third march. From
Lahoul a road runs north-west through Trilok-
nath into Pangi, where good ibex ground can be
reached. A good local shikari lives in a village
near the Chamba border and will probably
present himself to anyone marching by this road.
There are a good many snow-leopards in Lahoul
and to the more ambitious, with from three to
four months to spare, a large and but little
explored field is open by this route. Bearing
north-east from the Kukti Pass, a road runs
through Kulang, Darcha, over the Bara Lacha
Pass (16,000 feet) to Kailang in Rupshu. Thence
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crossing the Lachalang Pass you reach Rukchen
in eight marches from the Kukti. South-east
lies the Tso Morari Lake, a good ground for
Thibetan gazelle. North a road runs to Leh
(six marches) over the Tagalang Pass, through
Gya and Upshi, on the Indus. This road takes
you through excellent burhel and good ovis
ammon ground. Practically no supplies can be
bought, and there is but little grass or fuel
between Kulang and Gya.

Route No. I7.—Over the Padri Pass into
Badrawar.

Four marches, averaging 14 miles, to the
Padri Pass, about 11,000 feet. This is an easy
pass to cross and a very good locality for red
bear. In October barasingh, or Kashmir stag,
are to be found about the neighbourhood ; after
crossing the pass into Thanala turn to the right,
or north, to get to the ground frequented by the
stag. Signs of red bear will probably be found
after leaving Langera, the fourth march from
Chamba; there are some preserved nullahs
about Langera, in which you should endeavour
to get leave to shoot if you select this route.

As there are several interesting marches in
continuation of the route over the Padri Pass,
including a pretty, though somewhat hot, road to
Islamabad and Kashmir, I will give a list of the
stages :—

Dalhousie—

1. to Kajiar . 12 miles

2, Chamba . 7
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3. Manjira . 14 miles.

4. Bhandal . 14,

5. Langera . 14 ,, (forest bungalow)

6. Thanala . 17 ,, (red bear)

7. Badrawar . 8 ,, (over Padri Pass
11,000 ft.: hard
march)

8. Jaora .17,

9. Jangaiwar . 14

10. Kanani .15,

11. Kishtwar . 10 ,, (alarge village, capi-
tal of Kishtwar
Province).

From Kishtwar there are routes branching off
in several directions, and in many parts of the
province good red bear shooting can be obtained,
but a Kashmir licence is required :—

Kishtwar to Islamabad, five marches; thence
by boat to Srinagar two days.

Kishtwar to Jammu, ten marches.

. ,, Dalhousie direct, without entering
Chamba, nine marches.

Kishtwar to Padar—

(1) Kishtwar to Bugna, 14 miles.

(2) to Pias, 1o miles.

(3) Seri, 14 miles.

(4) Gulabgarh, 14 miles. (Large village : flour,
rice and chickens obtainable.)

Thence two marches up the Bhutna Nullah
take you to the head of the valley, beyond
Machail, about 24 miles to the last solitary hut.
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Above you is the Umasi La Pass 17,500 feet,
and beyond that the bare inhospitable heights of
Zaskar. You should camp about 5 miles beyond
the village of Machail (18 miles from Gulabgarh)
and you will find yourself approaching some
grand ibex country. At the head of this Bhutna
Nullah the ibex are plentiful and very little shot,
and they run to well over 4o-inch horns, #f you
veach Mackail before the end of May. The
Padri Pass should be passable in March, while
the Sach Pass is sometimes closed till late in May.

There is a shorter route to Gulabgarh, which
will be given later, over the Sach Pass in
Chamba, but early in the year this route is
impassable. After the middle of June you will
have to go very high for your ibex in the Bhutna
Valley. In April they come quite close to
Machail, and all round the single hut, about
11,000 feet above sea-level.

Having now finished with the Padri Pass, we
will make Tissa, one of the largest villages in
Chamba, our headquarters and consider the
various routes which start from there.

Chamba to—

Musroond, 12 miles. The distance seems
very much greater, and coolies take nine
hours. There is a small forest bunga-
low, and the water is indifferent.

Sharoand, 10 miles. You camp on the roof
of a disused hut, about 2 miles beyond
the forest bungalow. Immediately

below this hut there are thar and goural.
G
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Tissa, 9 miles. Here are a post-office and
forest bungalow with supplies.

Before discussing Tissa, I must mention a
branch route from Sharoand eastwards to Tikri.
From the Tikri Nullah several good nullahs branch
off. Bagai and Barara and others are all good
for thar and goural, and, if you pass over the
head of the Tikri Nullah, you can reach good
red bear and fair ibex ground. The thar and
goural in Tikri are plentiful but do not run very
large. The ibex run to 36 in. or 38 in. horns,
but [ think that a head over 30 in. is good
in Chamba and would probably be as old as a
40 in. ibex head in Baltistan.

It is worth while to stop a few days in Tissa
to find out what nullahs are occupied, and more-
over you are certain to hear of a black bear
somewhere down the deep gorge below the
village. I shot two there the last time I passed
through. The following are the principal
shooting routes from Tissa:—

(1). Nortk, through Alwas, over Sach Pass
into Pangi.

(2). North, leave Alwas road and turn north-
west, through Suela, over pass to Mahad in
Balesh.

(3)- £ast, up small nullah good for black

bear; otherwise not recommended, as it leads
nowhere.

(4). West, up Makhan Nullah and over into
Balesh.

As No. 1 route is the one with most difficulties
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and also most possibilities, I will leave that till
last.

No. 4 Route, from Tissa to the Makhan Nullah.

Three or four marches from Tissa bring you
to the foot of the Makhan Nullah, and you will
probably hear of black bears all the way.
When the Indian corn is ripe, all the villages on
this track are surrounded by black bears, but
they seldom appear, except at night. There is
generally “ Khubbar” (news) of a bear at Sai,
five miles out of Tissa, and also at Kail, above
Tanail, also in the forests above Jajja.

Makhan Nullah is a good place if you go high
enough. There are several rocky, precipitous
places where thar feel thoroughly at home, and
the grassy slopes at the head of the main nullah
must always attract red bear, as may be seen
from the marks all over the hill where for years
past they have been grubbing up roots. It was
here that I saw and lost my first red bear.

Needless to say, it was the biggest that I have
ever seen! The ground was covered with great
holes, freshly dug, and it was not long before I
saw a red monster grubbing away, about 600
yards off. My shikari, Dhassa, and I crawled
and crept from one bit of rising ground to
another, sometimes having to wriggle through
the grass on our stomachs, till at last, when I
put my head round a rock, I saw my bear,
looking bigger than ever, barely 100 yards off.
I watched him for half a minute, trying to
recover my breath and steady my hand and then
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brought up my ‘500 Express; I would have done
better to have waited five minutes. As I fired
behind his near shoulder, he rolled over, and
I nearly yelled with delight and rushed after
what I thought was his corpse. He rolled about
20 yards down hill, then stopped, got up on his
hind legs and stared at me, and was off into the
jungle before my shikari could bring me my
rifle. Then we had a rare chase through thick
scrub jungle, close on the bear’s track all the
way, till it was dark. All the bushes touched
by his ¢ff shoulder were soaked in blood, so I
knew that my bullet must have made a bad hole
on the exit side. My shikari and I followed
that bear for three days, and then I had to give
him up, because I could not track him any
further myself, and the shikari refused to pro-
ceed. We had put up the bear several times,
and he had once or twice growled, and given
a short rush at us in the jungle, and then gone
off again. Once, on the third day, my shikari
was helping me through some thick bushes
below some rocks, when suddenly we heard a
roar, and were both knocked flat to the ground.
The bushes we were struggling through on the
tracks of the old bear, hid the entrance to one of
his caves. Fortunately he was content with
jumping on the top of us and went on without
coming back to see how we were. His skin
was found by some cattlemen some days after,
and was too far gone to cure. I had hit him
only three inches too far from the shoulder,
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and the bullet had made a huge hole on the
other side. However, that bear taught me a
lot, so I must bear him no grudge.

No. 3 Route from Tissa, due east.—The
ground east of Tissa always holds black bear,
and occasionally a red bear high up. The
shikaris like it, as they are always close to their
homes. If your shooting is confined to ten days
or a fortnight from Tissa, it is not a bad line
to take, as also if you are waiting for the Sach
Pass to be open in the spring. I spent a week
there and saw several black bears. There are
numerous caves in the neighbourhood, so you
must kill your bear dead if you want to collect
him. I have often tried smoking a bear out
of his cave while I sat over it with a rifle and
revolver, but never yet succeeded in making one
bolt. A friend of mine, who went to Chamba
to shoot on my recommendation in 1903, had
a shot at a tiger in one of the small nullahs east
of Tissa. Unfortunately, he missed. 1 could
scarcely believe him when I heard of it, but
have since heard the possibility confirmed by
several men. There are supposed to be a few
tigers in Jammu (a dependency of Kashmir)
also, but they are extremely rare.

Second Route from 7issa, north.—Start on the
Sach Pass or Pangi road, looking out for black
bear and their marks during the first 4 miles.
Some shikaris can track a bear in the fir forests,
and the route passes through to the small ravine
where he is probably sleeping after his morning
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meal. ‘“Mullah” is particularly good at track-
ing. Camp at Baira at the junction of two
streams 9 miles from Tissa. There are gener-
ally some goural in the vicinity.

Next day leave the Pangi road, about 4 miles
from Baira, and climb the mountain ridge on
your left for about 3 miles to the village of
Suela. This is a stiff climb, and about as much
as your coolies can do. In Suela buy as many
chickens and eggs as you can, and get a few
extra coolies to lighten your loads.

Next day, your third march from Tissa brings
you over the Chamba border into Balesh, a part
of Badrawar. A camping place will be found
about 500 feet below the pass on the Balesh
side, where there is a shepherd’s hut. The
march is a stiff one, 15 miles of climbing over a
12,000 feet pass. It is almost free from snow
during June, July and August, but always very
cold. Thus, my tent was pitched on edelweiss
in July 1899.

Below (after a precipitous descent of 1500
feet), lies the village of Mahad, and beyond that
Manoo. Black bear are very numerous down
this valley. On your left and westwards across
another ridge lies Brabonti, at the head of the
Kalgooni Nullah, an excellent place for red bear.
I should recommend a descent to Mahad or
Manoo after black bear; then a 15-mile march
to Brabonti and a halt for red bear. From
Brabonti you can work south-west to the Makhan
Nullah, and thence back into Chamba, passing
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through very good thar and red bear country.
I saw more of the handsome Manaul and Argus
pheasant in this part of the Himalayas than
anywhere else.

A large portion of the inhabitants of these
parts of Badrawar and Kishtwar are Hindus,
who do not keep chickens, so that it is very
hard to obtain any eggs. A sheep can be bought
for about Rs.3, and it is as well to be on the
safe side as regards age, and to buy one with a
couple of milk-teeth still showing. When I was
in Balesh, in 1899, the shooting was in no way
preserved, and there were a good many native
shikaris with guns about; but they did very
little harm, and seldom bagged more than a
small thar, or a black bear in the crops.

Referring to my shooting diary of 1899, I find
an account of a good day’s sport after red bear
from my camp at Brabonti. Although I am try-
ing to confine myself to useful information, and
to avoid narrative, I think an account of this day
may not be out of place, as it serves to show
that stalking and shooting red bear are frequently
attended by exciting incidents, and the account
may also be of use to the novice in helping him
to avoid the mistakes which I made. An ex-
tract from my diary will perhaps be the best way
of describing the day’'s work.

August 9th, 1899.—* Long march to Brabonti, about 15
miles. First down to torrent below village of Manoo ; then
a long stiff climb. Fine day, and very refreshing to get up
high again; camp on grassy down, about 12,000 feet. Started
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at 7.15 A.M. Coolies arrived at 5 p.M. All the black bear
are down below round the villages, where the high corn and
jungle make it very difficult to get a shot; any amount of
them there, though. Here I hope to see a red bear, and
have already seen marks of them in the grass.

¢ Mullah (my shikari) also says this is a good place for thar.
Some of the rocky precipices I passed en route certainly look
like their favourite ground.” . . .

August 12¢th.—* At last some luck, and a really good day’s
work. Spent the morning in a world of clouds and could
see nothing. Took up position in the afternoon on a rocky
spur commanding the grassy slopes where I had seen the
bears yesterday. Clouds clear off about 3 o’clock, and soon
after two good-sized red bears make their appearance, emerg-
ing from a deep narrow ravine. A short and comparatively
easy stalk brings us within 150 yards of them, grubbing,
nearly hidden, in a patch of their favourite long weeds and
grass. Presently I catch sight of the head of one of them,
facing me, barely 100 yards off, I fire, and he collapses
without a sound, shot straight between the eyes. Up jumps
the second and bigger bear on his hind legs to see what has
happened, and a too hurried shot, unfortunately through the
stomach, drops him. He is up again at once, however, and
crashing down the hill with Mullah and me in pursuit. No
blood for the first 100 yards, then a few drops, and after a
quarter of a mile a great deal. We are soon rushing through
very thick jungle of rhododendrons, shrubs, thorns, and
thick weeds and grass. After following the blood-stained
tracks for half a mile, I now and then catch a glimpse of
something moving in the bushes or grass close below me, and
I blaze away several times, but my rifle is an encumbrance
in such thick undergrowth.

‘“Once the bear turned on us in some long grass, and was
within 5 yards of me before I could see anything to fire at,
and then my rifle misfired! (I must own to a suspicion that
I fired with my rifle at safety.) The ground was too steep
for him to bring home his charge, however, and he turned off
down hill again,

“Giving Mullah my rifle, I hurried after him, feeling safer
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at such close quarters with my six-chambered revolver. On
we went, tearing through the bushes, leaving many bits of
hands, face, and clothing behind. Several more snap-shots
at moving grass ; then a check. As we are searching for the
trail again, a bush close below me moves, and, with a roar,
out comes the wounded bear, straight for me. There is just
time to cock my revolver and fire a couple of shots straight
between his eyes at barely 3 yards range. Nothing happens.
Stepping quickly to one side as the bear is rising on his hind
legs, I kick out as hard as I can with a new pair of heavily
nailed shooting boots, and catch him just on the side of the
ear. The bear is not very well (we had found a considerable
portion of his interior economy a few hundred yards back),
and the yells of Mullah, the steepness of the hill, and the
unexpected kick on the ear combine to send him down again.
On level ground the consequences would doubtless have
been different.

“ Examining my revolver as soon as I have recovered my
wits, the reason of its failure is obvious and most annoying in
its simplicity : I had previously fired two shots, and four times,
expecting to get a shot, must have cocked it and let the
hammer down again when I could not get a fair view of the
bear. Each time I did this of course the chamber revolved,
and when the bear came for me in earnest, I had come round
again to the two used cartridges.

¢ Still dreading that my quarry will escape me, I continue
the exciting chase, plunging through the dense undergrowth,
with Mullah following, protesting at a respectful distance, more
inclined to thanksgiving for our safety than eager to pursue. It
is getting dark now, and the bear, poor beast, is on his last
legs and frequently lying down, as is evident from the tracks he
leaves. Soon another check, and as I listen, I can hear him
breathing heavily in some bushes a few yards off. In the dim
light I can just distinguish a brownish lump, but it is useless
to fire into that, so I creep round to try to get a shot at some
fatal spot. Game to the last, the old bear will stand no
liberties, and, as he struggles stiffly to his feet, five yards below
me, I send two revolver bullets into him just behind the
shoulder.”
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Thus ended one of the most exciting chases
in which I have ever taken part. Full 2 miles
we raced down-hill after that bear, close behind
him all the way and expecting to be charged from
nearly every bush we passed. Had we over-shot
the trail, and been charged from above, it would
have been long odds on the bear.

These two bears, by the way, were sheep-
eaters, and the “ gujarlogue,” or shepherds, look-
ing after a large flock of sheep not far from my
camp, assured me the bears had followed them
from one grazing ground to another and were
responsible for the loss of at least twenty of their
sheep.

The best time of year for this route is either
April, May and June, or else September and
October. I personally went at the worst time,
when there was a deal of rain and mist.

Now we come to what I call “No. 1 route
from Tissa,” that is north, over the Sach Pass
into Pangi, and this offers the choice of several
good shooting grounds, according to the amount
of time available,

In Kilar (four rather long marches from Tissa)
the first village reached in Pangi after crossing
the Sach Pass (14,000 feet) and Chandra Bagh
river, you can get flour, rice, chickens, etc.
West lies Kishtwar; north-west, Padar; north,
Zaskar, and beyond, L.adakh ; north-east, Pangi,
generally closed for shooting unless you can

get leave from the Rajah of Chamba ; south-
east, Lahoul.
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Route “ A" from Kilar.

Time required from Kilar back to Chamba,
one month.

Game : red bear, small ibex (up to 35 inches),
thar, black bear and goural.

Follow the Chandra Bagh river down stream
to Ashdari and cross it there by a rope-bridge
into the Dunaitru Nullah. At the mouth of this
nullah black bear are to be found in the pine
forest, and thar above it. Four miles up the
nullah you get clear of the forest and are on
excellent red bear ground during May and June,
or September and October.

Six miles up the nullah, close below the glacier
at the head, there are nearly always ibex; the
east side is the better. Crossing the pass at the
head of Dunaitru Nullah, turn right-handed, or
about north-west, into Gwentred Nullah in Kisht-
war. This again is a most excellent nullah for
red bear before the cattle are driven into it. The
pass is a difficult one, in fact there is no real
pass, but it is quite feasible in June or at the
latter end of May, and in some years, even earlier.
From Gwentred cross an easy pass into Narang-
wari Nullah, and thence back into Chamba by
Suela, or by the Mangli Nullah to Alwas, or by
the Makhan Pass.

In Narangwari there are generally red bear,
but the cattle get into this nullah rather early.
There is plenty of thar ground all along this
route, and if you search with your glasses the
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wildest, rockiest cliffs you pass, you are fairly
certain to see some good heads, over 12 inches.
Mangli Nullah is generally closed by the
Rajah ; but if you can get permission to shoot
there, you are sure to find a red bear and some
thar. There are a good many musk-deer about
but shooting them is prohibited in Chamba,
nominally from motives of sport, as they are
becoming rather rare. However, I fear there
are other motives too, for in the forests about
Mangli and other nullahs I have seen that a
good deal of systematic trapping goes on, and it
is probable that these pretty little deer are a
source of revenue either to the State or to some
private individual. They have curious tushes
from the upper jaw, about 2% inches long, and

I was told that their musk-bags were worth
about Rs.25.

Route “ B” from Kilar.

Time required from Kilar to Chamba, two
months.

Game: ibex; red bear on return through
Kishtwar or Chamba State.

From Kilar, march through Darwas and camp
at Batwas, beyond the small stream that divides
Pangi from Padar. This is a double march,
about 16 miles. Gondari Nullah on your right,
running north-east, is worth spending a few days
in, early in the year. One march takes you to
the head beyond the village of Sutal. Here the
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river divides, and the rocky spur in the angle
between the two branches is good ground for
ibex. During April and May, fairly big ibex
come down into the small valley, and their tracks
can be seen at any time. The village temple
holds some horns over forty that have been shot
or picked up by the natives. It was the 1oth
June when I reached Gondari Nullah, and,
though I saw ibex every day on which I went
out, the bigger animals had all gone off over the
pass towards Zaskar. This pass is open during
July, August and September, but nothing would
persuade my coolies to cross in June. There are
no red bears here.

From Batwas, two marches through Ashdari
and Sola will take you to Gulabgarh or Attoli.
Thence turn up the Bhutna Nullah, two marches
through Machail to a small hut below the Umasi
La Pass. Here there are undoubtedly big ibex
to be shot, but the sportsman must get at them
early in the year and must not be disconcerted
by the herds of small ibex and females. A good
local shikari lives in Machail. This country is
very little shot over, and 1 am sure that it will
repay a visit, especially if there is time to cross the
Umasi La (17,300 feet) into Zaskar. Red bears,
I fancy, do not remain in this nullah at all, but
I was told a very curious tale by Colonel Sullivan,
who has travelled and shot through pretty nearly
every part of the Himalayas. He was camped
above Machail in the Bhutna nullah some years
ago, and late one evening he saw a red bear
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crossing the head of the nullah. It was too late
to go after it, so next morning he went to follow
the trail in the snow and see where the animal
had gone. He soon came across the trail and
after a short time found himself on the track, not
of one bear, but on a regular beaten road along
which any number of bears had been. He
followed till dark, without seeing a sign of any
animal, and next day sent his shikari to follow
the track. The shikari followed for many miles
and still the beaten road went on, running nearly
due east, but he could see no sign of a bear or
any objective. Those bears must have been
making for some favourite nullah in Zaskar,
probably in the ridge of mountains somewhere
due south of Padam, where perhaps they have
never yet been disturbed.

The nullah running south-east from Machail
contains both ibex and amethysts, and should be
worth exploring for either.

Should time permit, a visit into Zaskar should
well repay the trouble of crossing the Umasi La
Pass. Three marches will carry you over the
pass and down to Ating. Thence you can reach
Suru : Suru used, fifteen years ago, to be one of
the best nullahs in Kashmir for ibex, but now a
4o-inch head is exceptional, well known for ibex,
in five marches, crossing the Pense La Pass and
halting your third day at Ringdum, famous for
its monastery. Colonel Ward, in his excellent
“Sportsman’s Guide to Kashmir,” recommends
the ground in the neighbourhood of the Pense
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La Pass as likely to hold big ibex. From Suru
you can reach Srinagar either by the Wardwan,
or by Dras over the Zoji La Pass and down
the Scinde Valley.

From Ating a road runs through Padam into
Ladakh, cutting the Leh road and passes good
ibex and burhel ground. Another road runs
south-east from Padam into Rupshu and Lahoul,
meeting the road from the Kukti Pass (in
Barmoar) to Leh.

Rupshu is the highest inhabited country in
the world, and villages of sorts are found at an
elevation of 15,000 feet.

I have mentioned the different routes through
Zaskar and Rupshu because I am convinced that
the sportsman of adventurous disposition, who
does not mind ‘roughing it,” will, with four
months’ leave, or even less, obtain better and
more interesting sport in that direction than by
keeping to the beaten track through Srinagar
and Kashmir. [ would, however, hesitate to
recommend anyone to make, as his first attempt
at a Himalayan expedition, a march through

Chamba, Barmoar, Lahoul, Rupshu and into
Thibet.

Route “ C” from Kilar,

The third route from Kilar in Pangi runs
south-south-east, up the Chandra Bagh river
into Lahoul (Kulang). I have not been this
way, but the mountains on the south bank of
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the river are sure to hold fair-sized ibex and
red bear. Above Triloknath, five marches from
Kilar and one from the Kukti Pass, was recom-
mended to me as good ground by Bhurie Singh
the brother of the Rajah of Chamba. Snow-
leopards are supposed to be fairly numerous
about there. This country can also be reached
by the Tikri Nullah (on the Chamba-Tissa
road), and a track leads up the Tikri Nullah to
Tindi on the Pangi-Lahoul road. There are
still numbers of both thar and goural in the
Tikri Nullah, but good heads are scarce, and
the nullah is rather shot out. I have seen a
38-inch single-horned ibex that was shot up above
the nullah on the east side, I fancy, while work-
ing towards Triloknath.

Before closing my hints on shooting in and
beyond Chamba, I will give a few extracts from
my shooting diary of 1900, in which year I made
my shortest, and perhaps most enjoyable, trip
into the Himalayas. These notes may be useful
and possibly of interest to the many sportsmen in
India who cannot get more than two months
leave and who wish in that short time to get off
the beaten track, without incurring any appreci-
able increase on their ordinary monthly expenses
in the plains of India.

I left the Punjab for Dalhousie on April 14th,
1900, intending to march through Barmoar, over
the Kukti Pass into Lahoul and on to the Tso
Morari Lake and the Thibetan border about
Lanak and Hanle. I calculated that I could
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reach the Tso Morari salt lake in twenty
marches and that with three months’ leave, I
should get at any rate a month’s shooting. How-
ever, I had to give up the project as I was laid
up in Dalhousie for five weeks with water on
the knee, a polo ball, driven hard between my
knee and the saddle, being the cause of the
mischief. Only seven weeks of my leave re-
mained, so I mapped out my tour as follows,
working on information picked up during two
previous expeditions in and about Chamba :—

(1) March from Dalhousie through Chamba,
Tissa and Alwas, over the Sach Pass seven
marches, and try for an ibex or a bear in Danai
Nullah across pass.

(2) March through Kilar, capital of Pangi, into
Padar and try to get over the head of the
Gondari Nullah into Zaskar, three marches to
Batwas.

(3) Should that pass be impracticable, return
and cross Chandra Bagh river at Ashdari and
work up Dunaitru Nullah, three marches to the
head.

(4) Return to Chamba vid the Gwentred,
Narangwari, and Mangli Nullas, ten marches to
Chamba town.

I contrived to adhere to this programme, nor
had I any cause to be disappointed. I stopped
three days in Tissa, as I heard pretty reliable
* Khubbar ” of black bears in the nullah, and I
was rewarded with two. The first fell to a

single shot from my ‘303 at 250 yards, rolled
H
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down 300 feet into the river, and was picked up
with skin undamaged nearly a mile below. After
having shot her, I was sorry to see two small
cubs, barely a fortnight old, appear. However, |
managed to catch them in a blanket, and one of
them, after killing his brother, became quite tame
and a most amusing pet.

On the 31st I made as early a start as possible
and reached the summit of the pass about 10 a.m.
after a climb of nearly 4000 feet over 6 miles of
hard frozen snow. Itwas a trying climb, as
there was no track to follow, and the most bitter
wind blew in my face nearly all the time, carrying
with it the cold of all the glaciers above. In spite
of the freezing wind which cut through any de-
scription of clothes, I had to wear a big hat
before reaching the top, such was the power of
the sun. My shikari and servant were both
incapacitated by mountain sickness on reaching
the pass, and several coolies were much affected
by the rarefied air. Personally I have never
suffered from either up to 18,000 feet, so long as
I have refrained from smoking.

Nine miles down a gorge blocked with snow,
sometimes hundreds of feet deep, brought me to
a ledge of rock wide enough on which to pitch
a tent, and a rough stone hovel for my coolies.
There I lay down and slept till the coolies
arrived after twelve hours’ marching.

In this nullah, called Danai, I shot a good
ibex and a red bear leaving two three-year-old
cubs behind. The ibex was a very old fellow,
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nearly white. His horns measured 35 inches
and were 12 inches in circumference. That is
about the maximum for these Chamba ibex,
but their horns are massive and make better
trophies than their length would lead one to
expect. 1 saw five red bears altogether in this
nullah, in addition to the two cubs. The climb-
ing is very difficult everywhere, far worse indeed
than any in Kashmir.

On June gth I crossed the Chandra Bagh
river at the foot of the nullah and marched
through Kilar to the small village of Gistrie.
Next day on to Batwas at the foot of the Gon-
dari Nullah. After failing to get over the pass
beyond Butal, at the head of the walley, and
seeing nothing but small ibex, I marched down
to Ashdari on the 13th June. Shot some excel-
lent snow-pigeon en route, which were very
acceptable, as chickens are rare about Padar.

They can, however, be got from Kilar and
Gulabgarh.

Diary, June 14th, 1900. Askdari Camp.—* Fresh snow all
round on hills, and very cold. March down through Tiar
across river Chandra Bagh, and climb up part of the way into
Dunaitru Nullah. A very hard march ; coolies have all got
light loads, but I don’t know how they managed it. Crossed
the Chandra Bagh by a swinging rope-bridge of twisted birch,
about 8o yards wide ; very seldom used and consequently the
side ropes were nearly level with one’s feet in the centre.
Then we crawled along the side of a precipice for some miles,
sometimes along a ledge on the side of a rock not 3 inches
wide. Then across a miniature Niagara by a rotten greasy
tree, blinded, as we went, by spray. Lastly, a stiff climb
through pine trees till a level spot could be found. Pitched
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my tent at 7.15 P.M., and got an excellent dinner about eight
o’clock, of roasted snow-pigeons and stewed wild rhubarb.

“ 1524 June.—March up nullah about 6 miles and crossed
a lot of marks of thar; saw one quite close, but not more
than 7-inch horns, so I spare him, as my larder is well stocked.
Villagers at Tiari say no white man has been in this nullah
for five years and that natives never come.

“16¢k June.—Very cold night, and fresh snow all round
above me. Am woke in the morning with the glad news that
a huge red bear is close to my tent! Looking out I see him,
digging up roots among some small bushes on the opposite
side of the nullah, barely 6oo yards off. With Bhagia, my
shikari, I soon slipped down the side of the hill to the hard,
frozen snow in the bed of the nullah and tried to stalk round
and above the bear. Can see no sign of him, however, and
my Tiffin coolie, whom we had left to watch near my tent,
signals that he has gone into some bushes in a small rocky
ravine, having evidently finished his morning meal. Return
to tent and have the place watched. At 2 p.m. I cross the
nullah again and take up a position to wait for him, hoping
he will emerge for his evening feed. It is nearly 5 p.M. before
I hear or see anything. Then I distinctly hear something
moving in the bushes below me. I creep slowly down to a
better position, and sit with my rifle ready on my knees. It
was then that I discovered that I had none of my “ bear
bullets” with me and my cartridge bag only contained the
flat-headed split bullets which I used for thar and goural.

Presently the bear emerges, and a magnificent fellow he is.
As he unconcernedly walks straight towards me, barely 60
yards off, his huge head presents a good mark, and I take a
careful aim between his eyes. He collapses at once with his
head on his paws. As I stand up to empty my rifle and
admire his corpse, however, he comes to life again and
proceeds to walk away, somewhat bewildered. I get a nice
broadside shot at his shoulder, the effect of which is instan-
taneous. It brings him to his senses at once, and seeing me
for the first time and realising the cause of his annoyance, he
turns and comes for me. My third shot hits him in the head
again at barely 20 yards, and, as he tracks to gain cover from
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a bush, a fourth shot sends him crashing down the hill. Two
more shots as I follow him through the bushes; and a final
one from my revolver before he is dead. He is a very fine
specimen of a red bear, his skin measuring 6 feet 10 inches
from nose to tail and over g feet in width; and he had two
bullet-holes close to his eye, one below the ear and three
through the body. My first shot would have settled him, I
am sure, had I been using my solid lead bullets.”

I shot another good red bear and two ibex
with poor horns in Dunaitru Nullah, leaving
behind at any rate two small red bear, besides
the thar and black bear lower down the nullah,
and a good many ibex near the head.

On June 25th I crossed over the head close
under the western peak of the Sach Pass, then
bore half-right, or about west, .down into
Gwentred Nullah. Started at 5.30 aA.M. and
reached camping ground at 7 p.M. This march
was one of the hardest | have done. As a matter
of fact, I don’t believe Bhagia took the right way,
if there was a right way. The expanse of snow
at the head of the nullah was tremendous. All
the ravines and gorges between the peaks of the
mountains were here levelled up to rolling downs
or plateaux of snow and ice. My way of descent
into Gwentred was distinctly dangerous and
nearly cost the lives of Bhagia and myself, and
still nearer the life of one of the coolies: the
latter slipped down a frozen ‘shute,” which we
had to descend, and was brought to a stand-still
only by a ledge of soft snow at the foot, over-
hanging a precipice of 500 feet. We had to be
continually cutting steps, easy work going uphill,
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but disagreeable when going down an almost
perpendicular “shute.” Had we worked rather
more north of west when we reached the snow
plateau, I am sure we should have found a better
way down the main line of Gwentred Nullah on
our right. Without my heavy nailed shooting
boots, I don’t think I could have made the
descent ; the heels gave one a good grip where
the ice axe had broken the frozen surface of the
SNOW.

On my first morning in Gwentred Nullah I saw
a sight worth going many hundred miles to see.
After a long and well-earned sleep, I strolled at
about 8 aA.M. out of my tent to some rising
ground on my right. Looking down the nullah
and searching the series of grassy ridges below
me with my field-glasses, I made out no less than
five red bears! My stalk failed that day, as the
bears winded me before I was within a mile of
them ; but in the next three days I shot the two
best of them, could not find the third, and spared
the other two as they were not full-grown. Any-
one who can get into Gwentred Nullah before
the cattle are driven high up, will, I am convinced,
always find red bears there. It ought also to be
a good place in the autumn, as soon as the sheep
and buffaloes have left. Looking at my diary
again, I find a curious instance of a bear coming
very near to charging without any apparent
reason. I was wearing a reddish-brown thick
Norfolk jacket, and my belief is that the bear
must have mistaken me for another of his own
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species perhaps trespassing on his preserves.
When he discovered his mistake, his look of
astonishment was almost amusing.

Diary, June 28th. Gwentred.—* Started at 5 a.M. to look for
the bear I had marked down feeding about 4 miles off last
night. When crossing a steep slope, covered with fir trees
and jungle about 14 miles from my tent, I suddenly heard a
noise above me, and saw a good red bear crashing down full
tilt at me ; my rifle was in its case and before I could get it
out the bear came to a stop 5 yards above me ; a coolie was
behind me and at this moment gave such a piercing shriek
that the bear turned aside and rushed down into the jungle
below me. It was useless to follow him, so I hurried on at
top speed. It was 7.45 A.M. before I managed to climb above
the place where I had seen the bear feeding last night, but he
was there again, still grubbing up great patches in the grass.
The ground was very open, but after a long crawl I gained a
dip in the side of the hill and, following that, I crept up the
far side and found myself level with the bear and about a
hundred yards off. In the course of his digging he soon
turned about three-quarters broadside on, tail nearest to me ;
I could not have posed him better for a fatal shot behind the
shoulder. He rolled down 100 yards and was dead when I
reached him. He was a very old bear with a dark coat, not
“café au lait” like the Dunaitru bears, and measured 6 feet.”

From Gwentred I crossed into Narangwari, an
easy pass, and spent a few days there, but I was
too late, and the place was full of ¢ Gujar logue ”
and their sheep and cattle. From Narangwari
I marched over the pass into Chamba above
Mangli Nullah, but I had not got permission to
shoot in it. Camped at Mansu, below Alwas.
Spent a few days at Sai, and then near Tissa
after black bear and reached Chamba village on
July oth, exactly seven weeks after leaving it.
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Several of the instances here quoted may lead
the reader to think that red bear will always
charge. This is not by any means the case, and
a charge is distinctly the exception; but it is
advisable to be very careful when following a
wounded bear, black or red, that you have the
hill in your favour. With all dangerous animals
the second shot is the one to beware of. It is
the second shot that rouses the latent fury of the
wounded tiger, that puts method and object into
the madness of the charging bison, and that
awakes the sleepy bear. It is the second spear
in the wounded boar that means a certain charge
to be held off ; death to the bravest of animals
if the spear be held true and the steed be staunch ;
otherwise, a bad look-out for horse and man, and
victory to the mighty boar.

To return to the Himalayas, I will conclude
my notes on Chamba shooting with a list of
animals obtainable, a few routes by which they
are to be found, and the time required to reach
them.

Game to be found within the limits of Chamba
State : thar, goural, serow, khakur, musk deer,
bara singh (October to March), red and black
bear.

Ibex, on the north-eastern borders, generally
over the border.

Ovis ammon, sharpu, burhel, Thibetan gazelle
and kiang, will be found in Rupshu.

Black Bear.—These are very common through-
out Chamba, and are always to be found in the
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pine forests and rocky ravines within easy reach
of a village. When the crops, or the walnuts,
apples or apricots are ripe, the black bear will
come down to them every night, in spite of all
the villagers can do to frighten them away. A
few outlying walnut or apricot trees, or an Indian
cornfield a short distance from the village, will
generally attract a black bear just before dusk;
or they can be stalked by moonlight in the crops.
Perhaps the best localities are north, north-west,
east of Tissa, and on the Barmoar road. They
afford the best sport in early spring when they
may be stalked in the open. In Kashmir they
are generally driven, which is not good sport.
Large bags of black bears are sometimes made
in Chamba, Poonch and other native states by
driving the poor beasts backwards and forwards
under machans. They occasionally kill cows
and natives, generally, I fancy, when they happen
to find them in their path when approaching their
feeding-ground in the evening, or leaving it in
the early morning. I shot a very old black bear
on the Tissa-Makhan road one year, as he was
approaching the remains of a cow he had killed
when leaving the crops early that morning. The
villagers were very delighted at his death, as they
declared that he had killed a man about the same
place a fortnight before and had been responsible
for a good many deaths during the last three
years.

Red Bear.—There are perhaps more red bear
in the neighbourhood of Chamba State than in
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any other part of the Himalayas, within shooting
limits. They offer, in my opinion, very enjoyable
shooting. Though somewhat blind and deaf,
they have wonderful noses and, as they are to be
found right out in the open, they nearly always
require careful stalking from a considerable
distance ; they offer a big target, it is true, but
require very straight shooting, for, no matter
what your rifle may be, your red bear must be
hit in the right place, or you will lose him.  Their
pursuit combines most of the essential character-
istics of sport : good stalking, straight and careful
shooting, an element of danger, and a perfect
climate, just below the snow-line. Like many
other animals, the red bear cannot resist grubbing
in the young grass in the early spring, soon after
the snow has left the downs free. You must
look for him close below the snow-line till July.
Then, anywhere high up, where he will not be
worried by sheep and goats; unless you hear of
a “ sheep-eater,” who will follow the flocks from
one grazing ground to another. As soon as the
sheep begin to graze lower down nearer the
villages in October and November, the downs
that they have left will again attract the red bears
till they retire for a three months’ sleep during
December, January and February.

The best places that I know for red bear are
the nullahs across the north-western border of
Chamba, between Sach Pass and Padri Pass.
In particular, the Sach Nullah, Dunaitru in
Padar, and Gwentred, Narangwari and Brabonti
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in Balesh. Also over the Padri Pass and in
Kishtwar. A trip lasting from six weeks to
two months should suffice to obtain good sport.
When over the Padri Pass, a Kashmir license is
required.

Bara Singh.—The red deer of the Hima-
layas is gradually working further east, and
may perhaps soon penetrate well into Chamba
territory. At present, he is only to be found
from October to March on the borders of
Chamba and Kishtwar. Reaching the Padri
Pass, or the head of the Makhan Nullah, towards
the end of September, you are sure to see some
bara singh, but cannot be certain of a good head
unless you are prepared to shoot over the
Kashmir border. September 20th to October
2oth would generally be the best time, for in
the Himalayas you shoot them when they are
roaring.

Thar and goural are very plentiful throughout
Chamba. A good thar stands about ¢ hands,
and a good head measures from 12 to 14} inches,
and 8 to 10 inches in circumference at the base.
When well set up, with the neck skin cut off
long, he makes, with his massive horns and long
shaggy beard or mane, a handsome trophy.

The Tikri and Makhan Nullahs, all the
precipices between Chamba and Balesh, and
several nullahs on the Barmoar road are the
best 1 know. Thar-stalking is no child’s play,
and, for difficult and dangerous climbing, com-
pares very favourably with the pursuit of ibex
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and markhor, though carried on at lower eleva-
tions. The Chamba shikaris, however, are
wonderfully good at helping you over bad ground,
infinitely better than any I have met or heard of
in Kashmir. I have frequently had to walk
along the side of a precipice with nothing to step
on but my shikari’s hands and head. How he
was supported I do not know ; probably he had
a toe stuck in some crevice in the rock. Dhassa,
shikari of Tissa, is the best climber and the best
help 1 know. Goural afford pretty shooting.
Sharoand, between Chamba and Tissa, is a
certain find; above Tissa there are always
goural; also in the Tikri Nullah and Baira
Nullah, east of the Alwas road. A good head
is only from 6 to 7% inches. A fortnight or a
month is sufficient to secure some heads.
Zlbex.—Chamba is not the country for really
big ibex, over 40 inches. Some fair heads,
however, may be got round about the borders,
and the sport can be combined with other shoot-
ing. I should recommend the mountains north-
west of the Kukti Pass. I believe there is a
road and a pass leading from Barmoar to
Triloknath. The Mian Sahib, Bhurie Singh,
who, as I have said before, is always ready to
help sportsmen, would give information on this
point. The ridge running north-east and south-
west between the Sach Nullah and Dunaitru
Nullah always holds ibex up to 35 inches. Two
months should be ample for either of these trips.
With three months to spare you should be able
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to get some really good heads by going up the
Bhutna Nullah in Padar. Cross the Umasi La
and turn north-west from Ating over the Pense
La Pass to Ringdum Monastery in Suru, about
eight marches from Gulabgarh. This route takes
you through some very little exploited country,
and there is shooting of sorts most of the way
from Tissa.

In March and April the ibex come low down
the mountains after the young grass, but after
that the big heads will keep by themselves as
high up as they can. Because you only see
herds of small males and females low down, you
must not presume that there are no big heads,
but must climb up till you can climb no higher.

There are ibex in Pangi, but it has always
been closed for shooting when I have been
through it.

Ovis ammon, burkel and Thibetan gazelle.—
Ovis ammon are not inhabitants of Chamba
or its immediate neighbourhood, but they can be
reached almost as easily from Chamba as from
Srinagar, by a far less exploited route. Through
Barmoar and Lahoul into Rupshu, Rukchen can
be reached in fifteen marches, and from Rukchen
to Leh (six marches) you pass through good
Ovis ammon country about Gya, also good
country for burhel. The only advantage of the
Kashmir route is that supplies are plentiful and
you can make long marches.

With three and a half to four months available,
a very interesting trip could be made by working
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east from the Kukti Pass to the Tso Morari
Lake, twelve marches; then north through
Rukchen to Leh, twelve marches; Leh through
Zaskar vid Wanla and Padam to Gulabgarh,
twenty marches; and thence to Srinagar, thirteen
marches, or Chamba, ten marches. From the
time of leaving the Kukti Pass to the time of
arrival at the Umasi La Pass, you would be
travelling through country well stocked with
game, and rarely disturbed by Europeans. Your
bag should, with luck, include thar, black bear,
ibex, Thibetan gazelle, oves ammon, burhel,
kiang (wild ass), owvzs vigmes, or sharpu, and
red bear, the game being here enumerated in
the order in which it would be encountered.

ListT oF A FEW RoOUTES FrRoM CHAMBA.

ROUTE NO. I

Chamba to Lek, vid Barmoar, Lakoul and Rupshu.

1-5. Chamba to Barmoar, five marches.

Villages all the way; sheep, chickens and
eggs, rice and atta. Black bear, goural and
thar after third march.

6-8. Over Kukti Pass to Kazlang, three
marches. Pass is generally open in May. Be-
yond this, supplies very uncertain up to Gya.
Advisable to take food for servants, also your
own rice, flour, eggs, chickens and sheep.

9. Katlang.

10. Darcha. Small village, a few supplies.
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11. Zingzingbtr. Camp at foot of Baralacha
Pass.

12. Surchu. Cross Baralacha Pass, 16,000 feet.

13. Camp. At foot of Lachalang Pass.

14. Camp. On far side of pass, 16,300 feet.

15. Rukchen. Tartar village.

16. Debring. Camp at foot of Tagalang Pass.

17. Gya. Cross Tagalang Pass, 17,000 feet.

Supplies and sometimes yak transport can be
got here. Good ovis ammon and burhel country.

18. Upshu.

19. Marshalong.

20. Shushots.

21. Leh. Supplies and stores; capital of
Ladah. Da4k bungalow.

Note.—There are cross routes from Surchu
and Darcha through Serle and Reroo to Padam,
all six marches. Leh to Srinagar is eighteen
marches.

ROUTE NO. IL

Kailang to Kilar.

Chamba to Kailang, eight marches. From
Kailang a track runs north-west down the river
Chandra Bagh through Triloknath, Tindi and
Sanch to Kilar in Pangi, six marches.

Supplies en 7route, and nullahs on left bank
hold ibex and snow-leopard.

ROUTE NO. IIL
Chamba to Tso Morar: Lake and Hanle.
1-8. Chamba to Kailang, eight marches.
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9. Kailang to Gandla.

10. Stsu.

11. Koksen. Here the main track leads to
Sultanpur in Kulu; leave this and turn south
east to Shigri, then north over Kulzum Pass to
Losar; the track then runs east for two marches,
then north-east over the Parangla Pass 18,000.
Thence two marches take you to the south
of the Tso Morari Lake and two more on to
Hanle, over the Lanak Pass. In all, about
fourteen marches from Kailang. From Hanle a
track runs to Rukchen eight marches.

ROUTE NO. 1V.
Chamba to Padam tn Zaskar.

1. Chamba to Musroond, 12 miles, bad road.
Rice, flour and potatoes should be taken from
Chamba as elsewhere they are indifferent. Eggs
and chickens can be obtained as far as Kilar.
There is a forest hut at Musroond, but a tent is
preferable. Water indifferent.

2. Sharoand, 10 miles. There is a fair Forest
Department hut 2 miles short of this, but if you
camp on the roof of a disused hut at Sharoand,
you will find thar and goural immediately below
you.

3. 7%ssa, 9 miles. Large village; supplies;
clean bungalow ; good coolies.

4. Baira, 6 miles. Goural plentiful; ponies
cannot go beyond this.

5. Alwas, 6 miles. Forest bungalow. Take
eggs, chickens, etc., to last till Kilar.
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6. Camp, 7 miles. To foot of Sach Pass.

7. Camp, 15 miles. To Dunai; a Dak-
runner’s shelter. Nearly all over snow in May.
Cross Sach Pass 14,000 into good ground for
ibex, and lower down for red bear.

8. Kilar, 12 miles. Chief village of Pangi;
supplies and post-office.

9. Darwas, 6 miles. Small village.

10. Batwas, 8 miles. Cross boundary into
Pader ; small village at mouth of Gondari Nullah
(ibex).

11. Ashdar:, 6 miles.

12. Ghulabgark, 12 miles. Post-office and
supplies. There is a route to Kishtwar, four
long marches.

13. Chishotz, 12 miles. Turn north-east up
Bhutna river.

14. Machail, 6 miles. Small village.

15. Camp, 6 miles. To a single hut. Ibex
ground.

16. Camp, 10 miles. To foot of Umasi La
Pass.

17. Camp, 14 miles. Over pass, 17,400,
nearly all snow and ice.

18. Ating, 10 miles. Small village.

19. Padam, 12 miles. Chief village of
Zaskar.

Padam to Lamayuru, on Kashmir-Leh road,
ten marches. Ating to Suru six marches, over
Pense La Pass 14,000. Good ibex ground.
Umasi La should be open by end of May or
early in June.

I
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ROUTE NO. V.
Chamba to Srinagar, Kashmur.

1. Chamba to Manjira, 14 miles. Hard
march.

2. Bhandal, 14 miles.

3. Langera, 14 miles. Foot of Padri
Pass.

4. Thanala, 17 miles. Over the pass, hard
march.

5. Badrvawar, 8 miles. Large village.

6. Jaora, 17 miles.

7. Jangaiwar, 14 miles.

8. Kananz, 15 miles.

9. Kisktwar, 10 miles. Supplies and post-
office, etc.

A route runs to Ghulabgarh from Kishtwar
(see Route 1V.). By this route over the Padri
Pass Gulabgarh may be reached early in the
year when the Sach Pass is blocked.

10. Mughal Maidan, 10 miles.

11. Chingham, 12 miles.

12. Sintham, 7 miles. Over pass, 12,000 feet.

13. Nowboog, 12 miles.

14. Islamabad, 15 miles.

15. Srinagar, two days by boat.

There is a shorter route from Badrawar to
Islamabad through Batoti, but it is not so good
for red bear,

Supplies may be had everywhere, and ponies
can be taken all the way.
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KASHMIR SHOOTING

IL.—ROUTES, SERVANTS AND OUTFIT

SuooTING in Kashmir, with Srinagar as a start-
ing point, differs in many details from the sport
above described in Chamba. The lovely valley of
Kashmir attracts every year a large number of
visitors and ‘‘ globe-trotters,” who live either in
one of the two hotels at Srinagar, and during the
hotter months at Gulmarg in house-boats, or in
tents in some of the beautiful nullahs and valleys
that run from the main valley into the encircling
chain of mountains. Sportsmen from India, and
a considerable number from England, America,
and even Germany, France and Russia, are to
be met throughout the summer months, going to
and returning from Kashmir by the Rawal Pindi-
Srinagar road. All this, as may be expected,
adds considerably to the expenses of a Kashmir
shooting trip, and also means that the game, at
any rate with trophies worth having, is being
driven further and further away. The thanks of
every sportsman are due to Colonel Ward, by
whose endeavours game laws were introduced
not long ago in time to preserve sport in Kashmir
for many years to come.

There are three principal routes into Kashmir :
vid., Rawal Pindi and Murree, by tonga all the
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way; viA Hussan Abdal (a few stations beyond
Rawal Pindi on the North-Western Railway) and
Abbotabad to Mansera, by tonga and thence by
road, marching or riding, to Domel on the Murree-
Srinagar road ; lastly, from Gujerat station to
Bhimber by ““ Gharry,” thence marching over the
Pir Panjal, twelve marches through fine scenery,
to Srinagar. Should the Pir Panjal Pass be
closed by snow, which is generally the case from
October 15th to May 15th, a track turns off
westward from Thanna Mandi (five marches
from Bhimber) and takes you to Uri on the
Srinagar-Murree road, in seven marches. There
is also a fourth route through Jammu, but it is
private, and permission is not often given by the
Maharajah.

For shooting purposes in Kashmir the Murree
route is the best, as, by tonga from Rawal Pind;,
you can reach Srinagar in two days. I should
only recommend the Abbotabad route to those
who have travelled in the Himalayas before and
wish to go direct to Chilas for markhor.

If travelling by the Murree route, my advice
is to take as little luggage as possible. The
quickest and least expensive way to reach
Srinagar is to take a seat in the mail tonga
and send your servant (if you are bringing one)
with the remainder of your luggage in an eckka.
A seat in the mail tonga takes you to Srinagar
in thirty-six hours for Rs.43, and you can
generally take with you a bedding valise, kit-bag,
lunch basket, and gun and rifle. An eckka costs
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about Rs.25, including tolls, and can do the
journey, 196 miles, in four and a half days easily.
The only other luggage I should recommend is
your own camp-bed and chair, cooking pots and
plates, etc. Another kit-bag holds your shooting
kit, warm Norfolk jacket and waistcoat, putties
and nailed shooting boots. A cook can be
obtained in Srinagar, but the best plan is to
take your own kitmatghar (having tested his
cooking beforehand), sending him three days
ahead with your luggage.

The Punjaub mail train lands you at Rawal
Pindi at 8 r.M., and after having dinner at the
station, you must prepare for a cold night
journey to Murree in the mail tonga. A more
comfortable way is to travel early next morning
to Murree only, in the Murree mail tonga, and
go on by the Srinagar tonga about 5 a.M. the
next day. The journey is pretty, and, if not
pressed for time, it is well worth while to take
three or four days over it and enjoy the lovely
scenery. The road first climbs up to Murree, a
distance of 36 miles, nearly 7000 ft. above the
sea. The Chambers Hotel is the nearest to the
tonga terminus.

From Murree the stages are as follows :—

1. Murree to Kokala, 29 miles. A drop of
4000 feet; D4k bungalow with no particular
recommendations.

2. Kohala to Dulai, 10 miles. From Kohala
the road keeps fairly level all the way to Srinagar.
At Dulai there is a pretty little bungalow.
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3. Dulaito Domel, 10 miles. A good bungalow.
The river Jhelum bends to the right, nearly due
east and the Kishengunga joins it from the north.
The road from Abbotabad joins the Murree road
here.

4. Domel to Garki, 13 miles. Another good
bungalow but not so well situated as Domel.
The scenery is very beautiful all along this part
of the road.

5. Garhi to Chakotr, 20 miles. A most
wretched bungalow, to be avoided if possible.

6. Chakoti to Uri, 14 miles. Perhaps the
best bungalow on the road. Scenery lovely
and bold. The Kajinag range of mountains can
be reached from Uri, and holds plenty of markhor.
The shooting was closed for several years, but
was re-opened in 1903, and several good heads
were shot during that year. The road to Poonch
and the Pir Panjal runs eastwards close to Uri.

7. Uri to Rampur, 13 miles.

8. Rampur to Baramulla, 15 miles. Baramulla
is a large native village in the valley of Kashmir.
The Dak bungalow is a large one and, with the
exception of that at Chakoti, the worst on the
road.

9. Baramulla to Srinagar, 30 miles. The
journey may be done by boat in two days, or
by road in four hours. There is a good hotel
at Srinagar, with plenty of accommodation, open
throughout the year. The mail tonga from
Rawal Pindi, if you do not halt ex route and
wait for the next tonga to pass, will land you
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at Baramulla at about twelve midnight, or twenty-
five hours after leaving Pindi. There you will
get about six hours’ rest and reach Srinagar about
eleven the next morning. The tonga can be
stopped at any of the stages ez »oute where you
wish to have a meal.

Arrived at Srinagar, you must immediately
procure your license and shikari, camp kit, and
stores. A license may be obtained either from
Major Wigram, Secretary of the Kashmir Game
Preservation Department, or from Cockburn'’s
Kashmir Agency. A summer license is valid
from March 15th to November 15th and costs
Rs.60. It permits you to shoot the follow-
ing :—

Markhor . . 2 | Thibetan gazelle 1 License
Ibex . : : 6 | Kashmir stag 2Nt
Ovis hodgsoni (am- | Serow I

mon) . . 1 | Red bear 4
Ovis vignei (sharpu) 2 | Thar . 6
Ovis nahura (burhel) 6 | Goural 6
Thibetan antelope 6

Black bears, leopards and pigs without limit;
chikor, partridges, pheasants and wild fowl be-
tween September t15th and November 15th.

A certain number of nullahs are closed from
year to year and are mentioned on the license.

A license value Rs.20 permits the holder No. 11.
to shoot black bears, leopards and pig from
March 15th to November 15th.

A winter license, for which Rs.30 will be No. 111.
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charged, in force from November 15th to March
15th, will permit the holder to shoot—

Markhor
Ibex . : : Serow
Ovis vignei (sharpu) Thar .

2 | Kashmir stag
3
2
Ovis nahura (burhel) 3| Red bear
3
I

W N G o

Thibetan antelope Goural
Thibetan gazelle

as well as pig, black bear and leopards without
limit.

A small game license, for which Rs.20 will
be charged, permits the holder to kill pheasants,
partridges and chikor from September 16th to
the last day of February, and also geese, duck
and teal from September 16th to April 14th,
snipe from September 1st to April 14th.

Rule No. 5 prohibits the shooting or killing
of yak and musk deer in Kashmir territory.

For any further information application should
be made to the Secretary of the Kashmir Game
Preservation Department, Srinagar. At present
Major Wigram is the Secretary (1904).

No shikari may take employment without a
license from the secretary. Unless you can
engage a good man on the recommendation of
a friend before arriving at Srinagar, it is best
to apply to the secretary, or to get one through
Cockburn’'s Agency, mentioning the part of
Kashmir you wish to shoot in. It is always
an advantage to have a man who knows the
country well. The wages of a good shikari
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range from Rs.25 to Rs.3o0 a month, in addition
to which they demand, and get, Rs.5 to Rs.6
a month for ‘“Rassad,” or food money. A
““second shikari” is quite unnecessary and per-
fectly useless; a local man at eight annas a day
can always be engaged from the village nearest
to your shooting-ground. He is supposed to
possess the latest information regarding the
game, and to know all the tracks by which it
can be approached. A “tiffin coolie,” with wages
of Rs.10 a month, is a useful person; he
carries your lunch basket on the march and out
shooting, and makes himself useful in camp and
in your tent. It is as well to have three or four
permanent coolies also, at Rs.6 a month and
Rs.2/8 Rassad. They will carry loads when
on the march, and in camp you require one to
help in the kitchen, one to fetch wood and water,
one to bring eggs, chickens, and milk from
neighbouring villages, and one to send occasion-
ally to the nearest post-office. Your shikari
will get all these for you.

When going any distance, it is advisable to
give all your permanent employés a pair of
‘““chaplies” or sandals and a warm blanket or
coat to your cook, shikari, and tifin coolie.
These are not necessaries, but it is as well to
give in so far to their demands and no further.
I do not propose to give a list of shikaris. A
good deal may be gathered from their “chits,”
or recommendations, especially as to what line
of country they may be trusted to know ; but a
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shikari, who will serve one master well, will take
but little trouble with another. The best are
always keen on getting a good bag and thereby
adding to their prestige ; the men I have usually
employed, Azizza and Akloo, two brothers who
live near Bandipur, have a large pile of excellent
recommendations, and I do not consider that
these do either of them more than justice. The
majority, however, are getting very much spoilt
and require to be held firmly in hand; they are
apt to look on the “ Sahib ” as a means of making
money for themselves and their hangers-on, and
the instrument by which a shot has to be fired
when the moment is considered propitious by
the shikari. The Chamba shikari, at half the
wages, is a better man. The coolies are fine
men, but terribly lazy and not to be compared
with the Chamba men.

Everything required in the way of provisions,
such as butter, jam, tea, cocoa, soup, biscuits
and salt, candles, oil, and matches can be
obtained at Pestonjee’s shop or from several
other merchants. Two or three leather kiltas
or a couple of yakdans will hold two months’
supplies. In most villages you can obtain eggs,
chickens, milk, and sometimes rice, flour and oil.
It is as well to carry a “reserve ration” of flour,
milk and meat, to be returned to the shop if not
required. It is generally necessary to carry rice
for your servants, as large quantities can be
obtained only here and there. This is the case
in Ladakh, Baltistan and Chilas.
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All camp kit, including your own tent, two Camp Kit.
servants’ tents, furniture and cooking-pots, can
be hired from Cockburn’s Agency. Tent hire
costs from Rs.3 to Rs.10 a month. My advice,
however, is to bring your own camp-bed and
chair, if they be of a strong and serviceable
pattern, and also a set of aluminium cooking-
pots.

A couple of pairs of leather chaplies, or Marching
sandals, with leather socks, will be found very f,f’gd Shmb-
light and comfortable for marching. They are,
however, useless in the wet or over rocks.
The Kashmir grass shoes are the only safe
means of climbing in the rocky country fre-
quented by ibex and markhor. They are made
up by your coolies as wanted, but a supply
of the special grass required for them must
be carried with you. One pony load should
be sufficient for three months. As a strand
of the twisted grass has to pass between your
big and second toes, you must have about six
pairs of woollen grass shoe socks, and three
pair of quilted cloth boots. These socks and
boots are made with big toe compartments, and
the grass sandal is bound on tightly over the
quilted puttoo boot. They can be obtained from
any of the Srinagar merchants. The result may
be clumsy to look at, but they afford such a firm
foothold on slippery, sloping rocks, that you feel
you could climb the side of a house in them.
Another pattern! consists of a canvas boot with

! Major Wigram’s invention, I believe.
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holes round the projecting edge of the sole:
the grass sandal is fastened to the sole and the
necessity for special socks is done away with.
They are less clumsy, but not quite so secure as
the ordinary kind.

For going up into the snow early in the year,
you will require several pairs of warm gloves,
and a “ poshteen,” or long coat lined with sheep-
skin, is a great comfort. A Srinagar “ dersi,” or
tailor, will make you, from a pattern, a suit of
warm puttoo (Norfolk jacket and breeches) for
about Rs.7. A couple of pairs of putties, a pair
of strong, nailed shooting boots, and a khud
stick will complete your kit. All except the
boots can be obtained in Srinagar at two or
three days’ notice.

II.—_SHOOTING ROUTES AND VARIOUS
GAME

THE various shooting routes in Kashmir are
nearly all well known and much travelled, and
shooting of every description lies in far more
beaten tracks than in other parts of the
Himalayas, thereby being made much easier
for the stranger, but at the same time losing
much of its interest and charm. In Chamba
and elsewhere it is best to fix your line of
country first, and pursue whatever animals you
may find in the neighbourhood of that line. In
Kashmir you must first determine what par-
ticular animal you wish to shoot and then settle
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the route by which you will reach his habitat,
giving due consideration to the time available
and the state of the snow passes which you will
have to cross.

Roughly speaking, you have your choice of
four different tracts of country. First, in the
immediate vicinity of the valley of Kashmir, there
are the Wardwan nullahs, east of Islamabad;
the Scinde valley from which the Wangat,
Chittingul and Tilel nullahs can be reached ;
and there is the Wular lake country including
the Rampore, Bo, Pulwar, Trisingham and Erin
nullahs (travelling round the lake from west to
east), all of which still hold game. As may be
imagined, the vicinity of the valley has been
much harried and shot over ; there still remain,
however, plenty of black bears; a few decent
ibex in the Wardwan nullahs, and in the
Wangat, Tilel and Pulwar nullahs, 4o-inch
horns would be exceptional now. Red bear, I
am sorry to say, are getting very scarce in
Kashmir. There are generally some in Tilel,
but Kishtwar is the best place for them. In all
probability the limit of four will soon have to
be reduced to two in Kashmir proper. Kashmir
stag, or bara singh, still continue year after
year to march from west to east during Septem-
ber and October, and their line runs within a
few marches of Srinagar all the way, from the
Tragbal Pass on the Gilgit road, up the Scinde
valley and across to the Wardwan. A very
pleasant time can be spent in these pretty
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nullahs bordering on the valley, but those who
mean shooting in earnest would be well advised
in going further afield.

- The second line of march lies east up the
Scinde valley into I.adakh, eighteen marches to
Leh. Here the game would probably be ovis
ammon and Thibetan antelope, with a chance of
sharpu, burhel, and, if time permits, ibex, ez route.

The third tract lies north, to Baltistan, with
ibex as the object of pursuit, or to Astore and
Gilgit after markhor.

Fourthly, with markhor again as the chief
attraction, lies the difficult country of Chilas on
the west of the Gilgit road.

Having now roughly mapped out the lie of the
land, we will turn to the animals themselves,
which must be the determining feature in the
choice of direction. It must be borne in mind,
however, that the nullahs which may afford the
best sport one year, may be shot out or pre-
served a few years later, especially those near
Srinagar. Of the game mentioned in the license,
the following are the most important animals, any
one of which may be the object of a shooting
expedition :—

1. Red and black bears (Ursus arctos and U.

torquatus).

Ovis ammon.

Markhor (Capra falconerr).

Ibex (C. sibirica).

Kashmir stag, or bara singh (Cervus
duvaucelr).

QP
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1. Red and Black Bears.

It will be unnecessary to describe the haunts of
these animals at any length. As I have already
stated, Kashmir is not the best country for red
bears. Black bears abound everywhere in all the
nullahs running up into the mountains from the
valley, from Baramulla to Islamabad. While
there are crops, walnuts or apricots near the
villages, almost every small ravine will hold one
or more bears. If they will not appear by day-
light, you must beat for them, or wait about in
the crops by moonlight. Early or late in the
year they may be stalked on the hillside, grub-
bing under small rocks and stones, and eating
berries among the bushes. Their coats are poor
during July, August and September. It is
scarcely necessary to mention the best places,
because the most recent local information is the
best to work on. Going by river from Baramulla
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